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G-20 SUMMIT 
The 14th edition of the G-20 Summit is currently underway in Japan’s Osaka. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ G20 is a global forum comprised of twenty of the world’s largest economies. 

▪ It focuses on addressing global economic challenges. 

▪ Its membership includes 19 countries and European Union. 

▪ The members are divided into 5 groups, consisting of a maximum of four states for choosing the President: 

➢ Group 1: Australia, Canada, United States, Saudi Arabia. 

➢ Group 2: India, Russia, South Africa, Turkey. 

➢ Group 3: Argentina, Brazil, Mexico. 

➢ Group 4: France, Germany, Italy, United Kingdom. 

➢ Group 5: China, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea. 

▪ In addition to the member countries Spain is a permanent guest and always participates in the G20 summits. 

Every year, the host country also chooses other guests. 

▪ G20 was conceived in 1999, while the repercussions of the Asian financial crisis of 1997 still lasted. 

▪ The group does not have permanent offices or employees. 

▪ The President is chosen by a rotation system amongst the member countries. 

▪ There are two working channels of G20, 

➢ Finance Channel- It covers meetings between finance ministers and central bank presidents. 

➢ Sherpa Channel - It covers non-financial issues, such as political commitment, the fight against 

corruption, development, gender equality, trade and energy. 

▪ The key regional organizations like ASEAN, African Union, OECD, ILO are usually invited to participate 

and are represented by the country that holds the presidency. 

INS SHIVALIKS AND INS SINDHUKIRTI 

▪ These are the Indian Navy’s indigenously conceived design and constructed frontline stealth frigate. 

▪ INS Shivalik is the Shivalik-class advanced, stealth-minded, guided-missile frigate warship. 

▪ It is the first stealth warship built by India at Mazagon Dock Limited in Mumbai s part of the Indian Navy's 

Project 17. 

▪ It is equipped with a wide range of electronics and sensors. 

▪ In addition, it uses HUMSA (hull-mounted sonar array), ATAS/Thales Sintra towed array systems. 

▪ It is equipped with a mix of Russian, Indian and Western weapon systems. 

▪ It also has improved stealth and land attacking features over the preceding Talwar-class frigates. 

▪ It is the first Indian navy ship to use the CODOG (COmbined Diesel Or Gas) propulsion system. 

▪ INS Sindhukirti is the seventh Sindhughosh-class, diesel-electric submarine of the Indian Navy, built at the 

Admiralty Shipyard and Sevmash in the Soviet Union. 

▪ It is among the oldest operational submarines in the Navy. 

▪ It has been virtually rebuilt with modern sensors weapons and systems which make it "a hole in the water" 

for the Navy 

JAPANESE ENCEPHALITIS 

Japanese Encephalitis has been recently reported in Assam. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It is a mosquito-borne viral infection. 

▪ It is a flavivirus family related to dengue, yellow fever and West Nile viruses. 

▪ It is the leading cause of viral encephalitis in Asia. 

▪ It will not spread from one person to another. 

▪ There is no cure for the disease. Treatment is focused on relieving severe clinical signs and supporting the 

patient to overcome the infection. 

▪ Most JEV infections have mild (fever and headache) or without apparent symptoms. 

▪ Approximately 1 in 250 infections results in severe clinical illness. The incubation period is between 4-14 

days. 

▪ Safe and effective vaccines are available to prevent JE. 

▪ ‘SA 14-14-2’ vaccine become the most widely used vaccine in endemic countries, and it was prequalified 

by WHO. 

CHILD LABOR IN INDIA 

As per Government, instances of child labor detected during 2014 to 2018 have reduced successively. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ “Child” as defined by the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 is a person who has not 

completed the age of 14 years. 

▪ International Labour Organisation (ILO) defines the term ‘Child labour’ as, “work that deprives children of 

their childhood, their potential and their dignity, and that is harmful to physical and mental development. 

▪ According to 2011 Census, there were more than 10.2 million children in the age group of 5 to 14-5 as Child 

labour which includes 6 million boys and 4.5 million girls. 

▪ The factors that contribute to child labour includes the poverty and illiteracy, the family’s social and 

economic circumstances, lack of access to basic and meaningful quality education and skills training. 

▪ There are five states which are the India’s biggest child labour employers- Uttar Pradesh, Bihar Rajasthan, 

Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. 

▪ As per 2011 Census, 1 in 11 children are working in India (5-18 years) 

▪ 80% of the child labour in India is concentrated in rural areas 

▪ ILO 2016 data indicates that there are 152 million working children in the world between 5-17 years, of 

which 23.8 million children are in India. So, 16% of working children are in India. 

▪ Key legislative provisions regarding Child labour are: 

1. Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) 

Act (1986). 

2. National Policy on Child Labour (1987). 

3. Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 

Children) Act 2000 (the JJ Act) and 

amendment of the JJ Act in 2006. 

4. The Right to Education Act 2009. 

5. Child Labour Amendment (Prohibition and 

Regulation) Act, 2016. 

6. Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) 

Amendment Rules, 2017. 

7. The Indian Constitution ensures the right of 

all children under. 

8. Article 21 A: Right to Education. 

9. Article 24: Prohibition of employment of 

children in factories, etc. 
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▪ The key international laws dealing with child labor include: 

1. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989. 

2. The International Labour Organization (ILO) convention 138 and convention 182 are related to child 

labour. Convention 138 - concerning Minimum Age for Entry to Employment & Work. Convention 182 

- concerning the Worst Forms of Child Labour. 

▪ India has ratified both the Core Conventions. 

▪ Government has been laying a lot of emphasis on the rehabilitation of these children and on improving the 

economic conditions of their families. 

▪ Government is also implementing the National Child Labour Project (NCLP) since 1988 for the 

rehabilitation of child labour. 

▪ Under the scheme, children aged 9-14 are rescued/withdrawn from work and enrolled in NCLP Special 

Training Centres before being mainstreamed into the formal education system. 

▪ Children aged 5-8 are directly linked to the formal education system through close coordination with the 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. 

KOREAN DEMILITARISED ZONE 

The DMZ has come into the spotlight with Donald Trump becoming the first serving American President to 

visit the area. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

▪ It is a strip of land running across the Korean 

Peninsula. 

▪ It is established by the provisions of the Korean 

Armistice Agreement to serve as a buffer zone 

between North Korea and South Korea. 

▪ It roughly follows latitude 38° N (the 38th parallel), 

the original demarcation line between North Korea 

and South Korea at the end of World War II. 

▪ The site where the Armistice was signed is called the 

Joint Security Area (JSA). 

▪ It continues to be the venue where successive peace 

discussions concerning the region are conducted, 

including the recent Trump – Kim meet. 

▪ Both North and South Korea maintain ‘Peace villages’ in sight of each other's side of the DMZ. 

▪ In September 2018, an agreement was signed with plans to convert the DMZ into a ‘Peace park’. 

Other major international borders of – 

1. Durand Line - Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

2. Radcliffe Line - India and Pakistan, India and 

ABangladesh 

3. MacMohan Line - India and China 

4. 49th Parallel, Medicine Line – U.S and Canada 

5. Maginot line, Siegfried Line – France and 

Germany 

6. Hindenburg Line - Germany and Poland. 

7. 17th Parallel - North Vietnam and South 

Vietnam. 
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JAL SHAKTI ABHIYAN 

Jal Shakti Abhiyan was launched as a campaign for water conservation and water security. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

It focuses on 5 aspects: 

1.  Water conservation and rainwater harvesting. 

2.  Renovation of traditional and other water bodies. 

3. Reuse of water and recharging of structures. 

4. Watershed development. 

5. Intensive afforestation. 

 

▪ It will cover 256 districts across nation with an emphasis on 1592 stressed blocks. 

▪ The campaign will run through citizen participation during the monsoon (July 1-September 15) 

▪ An additional ‘Phase II’ will run from October 1 to November 30 for states receiving the northeast 

retreating monsoons. 

▪ Officers from the central government, led by additional secrtaries and joint secretaries, have been assigned 

to these 256 districts. 
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▪ The district administration will also nominate 

two members to join this team. 

▪ The conservation efforts will be supplemented 

by ‘krishi vigyan kendra melas' to promote 

efficient water use for irrigation and better crop 

choices          

▪ In urban areas, plans with time-bound targets 

will be developed for wastewater reuse for 

industrial and agricultural purposes. 

▪ It will help people to work for rain water 

harvesting, maintenance and upkeep of ponds 

and village tanks and conservation of water. 

▪ A large-scale ‘Communication campaign’ has 

also been planned alongside the JSA involving 

mass mobilisation of different groups. 

COMPENSATORY AFFORESTATION 

Telangana woman forest officer, on plantation drive, as a part of compensatory afforestation for the 

Kaleshwaram project site was thrashed by a mob. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It refers to afforestation and regeneration activities carried out as a way of compensating for forest land 

diverted to non-forest purposes. 

▪ As per the Forest (Conservation) Act 1980, whenever a forest land is to be diverted for non-forestry 

purposes, the equivalent non forest land has to be identified for compensatory afforestation. 

▪ In case, non-forest land for CA is not available in the same district, non-forest land for CA is to be identified 

anywhere else in the State/Union. 

▪ Any project proponent, government or private must apply for forest clearance from Ministry of 

Environment and Forests (MoEF), before the conversion of land take place. 

▪ If clearance is given, then compensation for the lost forest land is also to be decided by the ministry and the 

regulators. 

▪ The scheme for compensatory afforestation should contain the following details, 

1. Details of equivalent non-forest or degraded forest land identified for raising compensatory 

afforestation. 

2. Delineation of proposed area on a suitable map. 

3. Agency responsible for afforestation. 

4. Details of work schedule proposed for compensatory afforestation. 

5. Cost structure of plantation, provision of funds and the mechanism to ensure that the funds will be 

utilised for raising afforestation. 

Details of proposed monitoring mechanism. 
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▪ National CAMPA Advisory Council has been established as per the Supreme Court order with the following 

mandate, 

▪ Lay down broad guidelines for State CAMPA. 

▪ Facilitate scientific, technological and other assistance that may be required by State CAMPA. 

▪ Make recommendations to State CAMPA based on a review of their plans and programmes. 

▪ Provide a mechanism to State CAMPA to resolve issues of an inter-state or Centre-State character. 

▪ State CAMPA has been constituted across the states. 

▪ The State CAMPA would administer the amount received from the Adhoc CAMPA and utilize the funds 

collected for undertaking compensatory afforestation. 

▪ The prime task of State CAMPA would be regenerating natural forests and building up the institution 

engaged in this task in the State Forest Department. 

▪ The government enacted Compensatory Afforestation Fund Act 2016 to provide a proper institutional 

mechanism for compensatory afforestation matters. 

▪ It established the National Compensatory Afforestation Fund under the Public Account of India, and a State 

Compensatory Afforestation Fund under the Public Account of each state. 

▪ The act also provides for annual audit of the accounts by the Comptroller and Auditor General. 

▪ The funds for CA are to be recovered from the user agencies on the basis of the rates fixed by the State 

Forest Department. 

▪ The money received is to be used as per site specific schemes submitted by the State along with the 

approved proposals for diversion of forest land. 

▪ To compensate for the loss of tangible as well as intangible benefits from the forest lands which has been 

diverted for non forest use, the net present value of the land is to be recovered from the user to adequately 

compensate for the loss of natural forests. 

▪ Net Present Value (NPV) of the diverted forest is calculated for a period of 50 years. 

▪ An expert committee calculates the NPV for every patch of forest. 

REGISTER OF INDIGENOUDS INHABITANTS OF NAGALAND 

Nagaland has decided to set up a Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN). 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It aims to prevent fake indigenous inhabitants’ certificates. 

▪ It comes after 4 years Assam started revising the National Register of Citizens (NRC) 

▪ The RIIN will be the master list of all indigenous inhabitants of the state. 

▪ The RIIN list will be based on “an extensive survey”. 

▪ It will involve official records of indigenous residents from rural and urban wards 

▪ It will be prepared under the supervision of the district administration. 

▪ The preparation of the list will start from July 10, 2019, and the whole process will be completed within 60 

days from the start. 

▪ Designated teams of surveyors will be formed and these teams will be sent across each village and ward. 

▪ The designated teams comprising Sub-Divisional Officers (SDO), Block Development Officers (BDO), 

Headmasters and other nominated members. 

▪ The team will make a list of indigenous inhabitants in the state. 
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▪ The database will note each family’s original residence, current residence as well as the concerned Aadhaar 

numbers. 

▪ This provisional list will then be published in all villages, wards and on government websites by September 

11, 2019. 

 

▪ Over the next 30 days, that is by October 30, 

2019, claims and objections will be entertained. 

▪ Respondents will be given an opportunity to 

make their case before the authorities. 

▪ Respective Deputy Commissioners will 

adjudicate on the claims and objections based 

on official records and the evidence produced. 

▪ Based on the adjudication and verification, a list 

of indigenous inhabitants will be finalised and 

each person will be given a Unique ID. 

▪ The final list or the RIIN will be created and its 

copies will be placed in all villages and ward. 

▪ Electronic copies of the list will also be stored 

in the State Data Centre. 

▪ All indigenous inhabitants of the state would be issued a barcoded and numbered Indigenous Inhabitant 

Certificate. 

▪ This will be conducted across Nagaland as a part of the online system of Inner Line Permit (ILP), which is 

already in force in Nagaland. 

▪ No fresh indigenous inhabitant certificate will be issued after the RIIN is completed except for children born 

to the State’s indigenous inhabitants who will be issued indigenous certificates along with birth certificates. 

▪ The RIIN database will be updated accordingly. 

▪ In case anyone who is left out of the RIIN, he/she will need to file an application before Home 

Commissioner and he will take necessary action for updating the RIIN if needed. 

INNER LINE PERMIT (ILP) 

▪ It is a British-era system, travel document that “British subjects” or Indians need to possess to enter the 

frontier States of north-eastern India. 

▪ It is issued under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873. 

▪ After independence, Government of India issues ILP as an official travel document to allow inward travel of 

an ‘Citizens of India’ into a protected area for a limited period. 

▪ Other States to which ILP is required are Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Nagaland. 
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NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 

Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) released the report entitled “India: Health of the Nation’s 

States”, Contribution of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ According to the report total death in the Country due to NCDs was 61.8% in 2016, as compared to 37.9% 

in 1990. 

▪ Noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) are a group of diseases that affect individuals over an extended period 

of time causing socio-economic burden to the nation. 

▪ The major NCDs has 5 behavioral risk factors - 

1. Unhealthy diet. 

2. Lack of physical activity. 

3. Use of tobacco and alcohol. 

4. Ageing. 

5. Rapid unplanned urbanization. 

▪ There are primarily 5 types of Noncommunicable diseases -   

1. Cancer. 

2. Chronic respiratory disease. 

3. Stroke. 

4. Cardiovascular diseases. 

5. Diabetes, which are responsible for a majority of morbidity and mortality in the country. 

▪ Mental health and injuries also have a considerable burden. 

▪ NCDs cause 61% of deaths in India states WHO report. 

▪ Cardiovascular diseases is at the top, in 2016 a staggering 28.1% of all deaths in India were caused by heart 

conditions. 

▪ Also, India has the highest number of diabetes cases in the world, with 72 million reported in 2017. 

▪ Punjab, Tamil Nadu and Kerala, all wealthy states, were found to have some of the highest rates of heart 

disease in the country. 

National Programme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and 

Stroke (NPCDCS) under the National Health Mission (NHM) is an effort by Central Government which 

supplements State Governments effort. 

▪ The objectives of the programme include health promotion activities and opportunistic screening for 

common NCDs including cancer. 

▪ Affordable Medicines and Reliable Implants for Treatment (AMRIT) Deendayal outlets have been opened 

at 159 Institutions/Hospitals. 

▪ It’s objective is to make available Cancer and Cardiovascular Diseases drugs and implants at discounted 

prices to the patients. 

▪ Jan Aushadhi stores are set up by Department of Pharmaceuticals to provide generic medicines at affordable 

prices. 

▪ Chandigarh hosted the World NCD Congress in November 2017, spotlighting the impact of NCDs both in 

India and on the global stage. 
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▪ India has shown commitment towards Preventing Noncommunicable Diseases as it became the first country 

to adopt the WHO’s Global Monitoring Framework on Noncommunicable Diseases. 

ARTIFICIAL GRAVITY 

A team from the University of Colorado is working on making a device which could create artificial gravity 

in space 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ Artificial gravity is a force that simulates the effect of gravity in a spaceship. 

▪ It is not caused by the attraction to the Earth but is instead caused by acceleration or centrifugal force. 

▪ Artificial gravity or rotational gravity is thus the appearance of a centrifugal force in a rotating frame of 

reference. 

▪ The research centrifuge is called as ‘Human Eccentric Rotator Device’ (HERD) and the device is compact 

enough to fit into a small room. 

▪ A rotating circular space station can create artificial gravity. 

▪ The rate of rotation is necessary to duplicate the Earth's gravity depends on the radius of the circle. 

▪ Future astronauts heading into an artificial-gravity room to spend time on a small revolving system. 

▪ It is built with the aim of counteracting the negative effects of weightlessness. 

ECONOMIC SURVEY 

▪ It is the flagship document of the finance ministry which provides detailed statistical data covering all 

aspects of the economy 

▪ It is a technocrat’s advice to the government. 

▪ It is a review of the developments in the Indian economy over the previous 12 months. 

▪ It also sketches out short and medium-term prospects of the economy and it suggests problems that the 

economy is facing and possible solutions for them 

▪ It is prepared by the Economic Division of the Department of Economic Affairs along with the Chief 

Economic Adviser in the finance ministry. 

▪ It is tabled in the Parliament a day before the Union budget. 

▪ It is nowhere mentioned in the constitution, but now it becomes a practice of Government to present it every 

year before the budget. 

▪ In the past few years, the Budget was advanced by a month and the Economic Survey was split into two 

parts. 

▪ The first volume focused on research and analysis about the challenges of the Indian economy. 

▪ The second volume provided the data and more descriptive review of the fiscal year. 

▪ It is also used to convey some key idea, like the colour of the 2018 Survey’s cover was ‘Pink’. It was chosen 

as a symbol of support for the growing movement to end violence against women and to stress special 

emphasis on gender issues. 

▪ It also paints a variety of future scenarios, highlighting likely challenges and pointing to possible solutions. 
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FINANCIAL STABILITY REPORT 

The Reserve Bank of India released the 19th issue of the ‘Financial Stability Report’(FSR). It is a biannual 

publication. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It analyses the overall state of the various segments and it highlights the risk-related issues which can cause 

potential challenges. 

▪ It also discusses issues relating to the development and regulation of the financial sector. 

▪ According to the report NPAs peaked out in March 2018, are now set to steadily diminish. 

▪ The state of the banking system as the Gross NPA ratio is 9.3% for all banks as of March 2019 and is likely 

to come down to 9 % by March 2020. 

▪ The report points out that the problem areas in terms of NPAs still remain metals, mining and engineering 

where the ratios are above 25% 

▪ The RBI has also indicated that the recovery rate for the cases under the IBC is around 40-45 % (prior to 

IBC it was <20 %) 

▪ Recent developments in the NBFCs sector have brought the sector under greater market discipline as the 

better-performing companies continued to raise funds. 

▪ The report further stated that Public Sector Banks showed a noticeable improvement with recapitalization 

and hence the efforts to improve the balance sheets of banks should therefore continue. 

▪ The number of banks having very high NPA ratio (more than 20%) came down in March 2019 as compared 

to September 2018 

▪ The Provision Coverage Ratio (PCR) of all banks rose sharply to 60.6% in March 2019 from 52.4% in 

September 2018, increasing “the resilience of the banking sector”. 

▪ The credit growth of commercial banks picked up, with PSU banks registering near-double-digit growth. 

▪ The report cautioned that CAR (capital adequacy ratio) for 55 banks is projected to fall from 14% in March 

2019 to 12.9% in March 2020. 

▪ In short, the system is fairly stable but the risks need to be recognized and worked upon to ensure smooth 

progress. 

COMMERCIAL WHALING 

Japan resumes commercial whaling after three decades as it withdrew from the International Whaling 

Commission (IWC) last year. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ Whale hunting was banned in 1986 by the IWC due to dwindling whale populations, with a worldwide 

moratorium placed on the practice to allow the species to rebound. 

▪ But Japan then began what it called scientific whaling. 

▪ Japan has been whaling in their own waters every year, despite the moratorium on whaling in 1986. 

▪ Whaling is deeply ingrained in Japanese culinary culture and the Whale meat also served as critical sources 

of protein in the post-war period as the nation grappled with poverty. 

▪ The Japanese government was trying hard to persuade the IWC to allow its commercial whaling operations. 

▪ IWC refused to budge and rejected the proposal which made Japan to move out of IWC. 
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▪ The World Wide Fund for Nature estimates nearly 32,000 whales have been killed by whaling since the 

moratorium was imposed. 

▪ Iceland and Norway are the only other nations which allow commercial whaling. 

▪ Whales are directly affected by climate change, plastic pollution, oil exploration, industrial fishing and 

habitat loss. 

INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION 

▪ The International Whaling Commission (IWC) is an international body set up by the terms of the 

International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling (ICRW) which was signed in Washington, D.C., 

United States, on 2 December 1946 to "provide for the proper conservation of whale stocks and thus make 

possible the orderly development of the whaling industry" 

▪ In 1986, IWC adopted a moratorium on commercial whaling to protect the world’s last remaining whales. 

▪ In addition to regulation of whaling, today's IWC works to address a wide range of conservation issues 

including bycatch and entanglement, ocean noise, pollution and debris. 

▪ IWC members gathered in Florianopolis, Brazil, where they discussed and rejected a proposal by Japan to 

renew commercial whaling. Through the "Florianopolis Declaration", it was concluded that the purpose of 

the IWC is the conservation of whales and that they would now safeguard the marine mammals in 

perpetuity and would allow the recovery of all whale populations to pre-industrial whaling levels 

▪ The headquarters of the IWC is in Impington, near Cambridge, England. 

SOVEREIGN GOLD BOND SCHEME 

▪ Sovereign Gold Bonds (SGB) are government securities denominated in grams of gold. 

▪ Its objective is to reduce the demand for physical gold and shift a part of the domestic savings of gold into 

financial savings. 

▪ The bonds are denominated in units of 1 gram of gold and multiples thereof. 

▪ Persons resident in India as defined under Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 are eligible to invest in 

SGB. 

▪ Eligible investors include individuals, HUFs, trusts, universities and charitable institutions. 

▪ Bonds are sold through Nationalized Banks, Scheduled Private Banks, Scheduled Foreign Banks, designated 

Post Offices, Stock Holding Corporation of India and the authorized stock exchanges either directly or 

through their agents. 

▪ Minimum investment in the bonds is 1 gram with a maximum limit of subscription of 500 gram per person 

per fiscal year. 

▪ The maximum limit of subscription is 4 kg for individual and Hindu Undivided Family (HUF) and 20 kg for 

trusts and similar entities per fiscal. 

▪ Investors are assured of the market value of gold at the time of maturity and periodical interest. 

▪ The Bonds bear interest at the rate of 2.5% (fixed rate) per annum on the amount of initial investment. 

▪ The bonds are held in the books of the RBI or in demat form eliminating risk of loss of script. 

▪ The tenor of the bond is 8 years, early encashment/redemption of the bond is allowed after 5th year from the 

date of issue. 

▪ The bond will be tradable on Exchanges, if held in demat form. It can also be transferred or gifted to any 

other eligible investor. 
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▪ It can also be used as collateral for loans from banks, financial Institutions and Non-Banking Financial 

Companies (NBFC). 

▪ Interest on the Bonds will be taxable as per the provisions of the Income-tax Act, 1961. 

▪ Tax Deducted at Source (TDS) is not applicable on the bond. However, it is the responsibility of the bond 

holder to comply with the tax laws. 

▪ The SGB Scheme 2019-20 (Series II) will be opened for subscription for the period July 08-12, 2019. 

SFURTI 

▪ SFURTI aims to set up more ‘Common Facility Centers for generating sustained employment opportunities, 

cluster-based development for the traditional industries as mentioned in the Budget 2019-20. 

▪ The new clusters will help 50,000 artisans economically. 

▪ SFURTI is “Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries”, launched by ‘Ministry of Micro 

Small and Medium Enterprises’ (MSME). 

▪ The MSME Ministry through Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) and the Coir Board 

implements the scheme. 

▪ The objective of SFURTI is to organize the traditional industries and artisans into clusters to make them 

competitive and provide support for their long-term sustainability by, 

1. Enhancing the marketability of products. 

2. Improving the skills of artisans. 

3. Making provision for common facilities. 

4. Strengthening the cluster governance 

systems. 

▪ The financial assistance provided for any specific project shall be subject to a maximum of Rs 8 crore to 

support Soft, Hard and Thematic interventions. 

▪ NGOs, Central, State Governments and semi-Government institutions, field functionaries of State and 

Central Govt, Panchayati Raj institutions (PRIs), Private sector by forming cluster specific SPVs, 

Corporates and corporate Responsibillity (CSR) foundations are eligible for the scheme. 

LOSHARIK (AS-12 OR AS-31) 

In recent years, U.S. and British military officials have warned that Russian submarines have been spotted 

close to the cables. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It is a highly advanced Nuclear-powered submarine of Russia. 

▪ This week a fire accident was reported on the submarine within the Russian territorial waters. 

▪ It is a deep-diving special missions ship, operated by the Russian Navy. 

▪ It is capable of withstanding high pressures at great depths, enabling it to survey the ocean floor. 

▪ Its interior hull is built using titanium spheres which makes the vessel dive up to 6000 metres. A regular 

submarine can go to the depth of only 600 metres. 

▪ It is generally carried under the hull of a larger submarine and is capable of releasing a smaller submarine 

itself. 

▪ According to Russian military the submarine was carrying out ‘bathymetric measurements’ or underwater 

mapping. 

▪ But the US and its allies feared that Russia might be developing new, secretive ways to tap or even cut 

undersea Fiber-optic cables that carry transatlantic Internet traffic. 
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ASHADHI BEEJ 

▪ Ashadhi Beej or Ashadhi Duj is considered as an auspicious day for farming communities in North India 

especially Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh and some other places. 

▪ Kutchhi community celebrate new year on this day. 

▪ New Year is celebrated in a traditional way by organizing satsangs, musical competitions and other cultural 

programmes. 

▪ Ganesha, Goddess Lakshmi and other regional deities are worshipped on the day. 

▪ As for the people of Kutch Region, this day is associated with beginning of rains in Kutch, which is largely 

a desert area. 

▪ On this day, monsoon is being predicated and people check the moisture in the atmosphere to help predict 

which crop would do best in coming monsoon. 

▪ If the pre-monsoon air has a lot of moisture in it, that is a fairly good indication that the season will be well. 

RATH YATRA-PURI 

▪ Ratha Jatra or Rath Yatra is the Festival of Chariots of Lord Jagannatha is celebrated every year at Puri, the 

temple town in Odisha. 

▪ It is associated with Lord Jagannath or Lord Krishna’s annual journey to his aunt's residence along with his 

brother and sister. 

▪ The festival is also known as Gundicha Jatra, Ghosa Jatra, Navadina Jatra, Dasavatara Jatra and by a variety 

of other names. 

▪ It is the oldest Ratha Yatra, whose descriptions can be found in Brahma Purana, Padma Purana, Skanda 

Purana and Kapila Samhita. 

▪ The temple of Puri is dedicated to Lord Jagannath, his elder brother Balabhadra or Balaram and their sister 

Subhadra. 

▪ Before the Ratha Yatra starts, the three idols are given a ceremonial bath with 108 pitchers of water. This is 

known as Snana Yatra. 

▪ The chariot of Lord Jagannath is named as Nandighosha or Garudadhwaja or Kapiladhwaja. 

▪ Lord Krishna is the eighth avatar (incarnation) of Lord Vishnu. He is worshipped as Jagannath. 

▪ The name comes from the conjugation of two Sanskrit words - Jagat (world) and natha (master). Hence, the 

word "Jagannath" means ‘Master of the world’. 

▪ Ratha Yatra transcends all religious boundaries and is not only celebrated by Hindus but also draws 

Muslims, Buddhists and members from many other communities. 

KERALA CHAMPION BOAT LEAGUE 

The Champions Boat League (CBL) has been conceived by tourism department in Kerala on the model of the 

Indian Premier League (IPL) as an annual event. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It will get under way with the Nehru Trophy Boat Race during August-November period in Alappuzha. 

▪ It is to transform the state’s legendary and historically-significant “Vallamkali” (snake boat races) into a 

world-class sporting event. 

▪ Vallamkali owe their origins as far back as the 13th century. 

▪ A special purpose vehicle (SPV) will be set up to conduct the league. 
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▪ The Tourism Department will form the CBL company, envisaged as a ‘Public-sector undertaking’ (PSU). 

▪ CBL members will includes ‘Nehru Trophy Boat Race’(NTBR) society members, leaders of boat clubs and 

owners of snake boats. 

▪ It will keep alive regional boat races which struggle for financial aid. 

▪ The snake boat or ‘chundam vallam’ is essentially a long canoe which is entirely wooden structure 

resembling a snake with its raised hood, hence the name. 

ANTIFA 

▪ It is a far-left group, short for “Antifascist”. 

▪ They clashed with those of a far-right group called Proud Boys in what is called the Portland violence in 

USA. 

▪ It happened during a pro-Donald Trump demonstration in Portland. 

▪ The Proud Boys are known as a white supremacist, exclusively male group based in the US. 

▪ Antifa has a more international background and has been around for several decades, dates back to Nazi 

Germany. 

▪ The movement has had a presence in several European countries and has now come into focus in the United 

States. 

▪ Antifa members follow far-left ideologies such as anti-capitalism. 

▪ Apart from public-protests, they run websites that track white extremist and ultra-right groups. 

▪ Because of Antifa’s repeated involvement in violence, many liberal figures have criticized the group for 

bringing disrepute to existing anti-fascism movements in U.S. 

▪ Antifa’s activities allow right-wing organizations to portray organizers of peaceful events too, as extremists. 

MENTRUAL HYGIENE SCHEME 

▪ It is a scheme for promotion of menstrual hygiene among adolescent girls in the age group of 10-19 year in 

rural areas. 

▪ It comes under Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

▪ The major objectives of the scheme are, 

1. To increase awareness among adolescent girls on Menstrual Hygiene 

2. To increase access to and use of high quality sanitary napkins to adolescent girls in rural areas. 

3. To ensure safe disposal of Sanitary Napkins in an environmentally friendly manner. 

 

▪ Funds are provided to States/UTs through National Health Mission (NHM). 

▪ The funds are for decentralized procurement of sanitary napkins packs primarily to rural adolescent girls at a 

subsidized rate of Rs 6 for a pack of 6 napkins. 

▪ The ASHA will be responsible for distribution of napkins. 

▪ They will receive an incentive of Re 1 per pack sold and a free pack of napkins every month for her own 

personal use. 

▪ A range of IEC (Information Education and Communication) material has been developed around MHS. 

▪ It is a 360 degree approach to create awareness about safe and hygienic menstrual health practices. 

▪ It includes audio, video and reading materials for adolescent girls. 

▪ MHS is a part of Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram, which is to ensure holistic development of 

adolescent population. 
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HT BT COTTON 

Currently, Bt-Cotton is the only GM crop allowed to be grown in India. 

▪ Herbicide-tolerant Bt (HT Bt) Cotton is genetically modified cotton crop. 

▪ It is also known as BG-III cotton, an advanced version of Bt Cotton, as it takes care of weeds problem. 

▪ Herbicide is like a poison which is used to destroy unwanted vegetation. 

▪ They are designed to tolerate specific broad-spectrum herbicides, which kill the surrounding weeds, but 

leave the cultivated crop intact. 

▪ The herbicide-tolerant trait was developed and commercialized by US-based multinational seed giant 

Monsanto. 

▪ Herbicide-Tolerant Bt-cotton has unapproved genes which is not permissible in India. 

▪ The herbicide-resistant gene in HT cotton can spread through pollen into biodiversity system leading to 

transformation of weeds into super weeds. 

▪ It will threaten growth and yields of all crops in future and leads to health hazards. 

▪ But farmers in Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Maharashtra cultivates the unapproved HTBT 

cotton, as they want improved seeds and technology for better crops. 

UTKARSH 2022 

▪ It is a three-year road map of RBI to improve regulation, supervision and other functions of the central bank. 

▪ This is a medium-term strategy in line with the global central banks. 

▪ It was formulated by an internal committee. 

▪ The committee identified the issues that needs to be addressed over the next three years. 

▪ It is for the central bank to play a proactive role and to take preemptive action to avoid any crisis. 

BUYBACK TAX 

Union Budget has proposed to tax buyback of shares by companies at 20%.  

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ Currently buyback tax is applicable only for unlisted companies. 

▪ A buyback is essentially a scheme by which a company repurchases a certain amount of its outstanding 

shares. 

▪ It was felt that many companies were avoiding dividend payouts because of the ‘dividend distribution tax’ 

(DDT). 

▪ So, the companies were returning cash to shareholders through share buybacks. 

▪ The proposed tax on share buybacks is aimed at plugging this loophole. 

▪ Instead of declaring dividends, the promoters were using the buyback route to enhance their wealth and 

effectively increasing their shareholding in the company. 

▪ In this process, the government loses, as it was not getting paid the DDT. 

▪ So, the proposed tax may nudge companies to payout surpluses through dividends rather than resort to 

buybacks. 

▪ This would plug the loophole and promoters now have to pay tax whichever way they go, be it dividend 

payout or the buyback. 
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FOREIGNERS’ TRIBUNAL 

BACKGROUND 

Between 1985 and 2019, more number of people in Assam have been declared foreigners by ‘ex parte orders’ 

(in the absence of these persons) in Foreigners’ Tribunals. Foreigners’ Tribunals declared 1,03,764 persons as 

foreigners (1985-2019) of which 63,959 were decided by ex parte orders. These tribumals are a key player in 

the exercise to identify illegal immigrants in Assam. There are 100 existing and 200 more tribunal to be 

functional by September 2019. 

▪ They are quasi-judicial bodies meant to decide whether a person is a foreigner or not within the meaning of 

Foreigners Act, 1946. 

▪ They get two kinds of cases – 

1. Those against whom a “reference” has been made by border police. 

2. Those whose names in the electoral rolls have a “D” (Doubtful) against them. 

▪ According to the Section 9 of the Foreigners Act, the accused has to prove he or she is an Indian 

▪ Since the onus is on the person, if he or she is absconding and doesn’t appear before the tribunal, the 

member can pass an ex- parte order. 

▪ Previously, under the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) Act, 1983, the onus of proving one’s 

nationality lay on the complainant. 

▪ The Supreme Court struck down the IMDT Act stated that, it created the biggest hurdle in the identification 

illegal migrants. 

▪ The suspected foreigner has to appear before the Tribunals on receipt of the notice to prove his citizenship 

status. 

▪ But most of the people are moving continuously to work at different site in another district, so they are not 

getting the notice and do not know that, they have to appear at the Tribunal. 

▪ If they remains absent for quite a long period, the cases are disposed of ex parte orders. 

▪ In a majority of cases, police are not serving the notice of the Tribunal upon the accused, as a result these 

persons are declared foreigners without their knowledge. 

▪ In some cases, despite receiving the notice, many don’t appear because of poverty, illiteracy and complexity 

of the procedure. 

▪ According to the Rule 3A of the Foreigners’ (Tribunal) Order, 1964, 

1. If a Tribunal has passed an ex parte order and if the person has “sufficient cause” for non-appearance, 

then the person has to file an application within 30 days of the order. 

2. If that happens, the tribunal can set aside the ex parte order and decide the case accordingly. 

3. The person will be arrested and put into a detention camp, if police track the person after the ex- parte 

order. 

4. If not able to track, the person will be an ‘Untraced foreigner’. 

5. They can appeal in the High Court and then the Supreme Court against an order. 

6. There are many in detention camps as a result of ex-parte order whose appeals are pending in higher 

courts. 

 



NIRVANA IAS ACADEMY 

P a g e  19 | 49 

NIRVANA IAS ACADEMY – www.nirvanaias.com 

 

PROSECCO HILLS 

Italy’s Prosecco hills join UNESCO World Heritage list. 

▪ The hills of Conegliano and Valdobbiadene are the home to 

the grapes that produce world-famous sparkling Wine 

‘Prosecco’. 

▪ The landscape is characterized by ciglioni, a small plots of 

vines on narrow grassy terraces, forests, small villages and 

farmland. 

▪ It’s the ancient tradition of wine-making and the territory is 

known for its well-preserved early settlements. 

PHILISTINES TOWN 

Recently the researchers pinpointed the site of an ancient town. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It is an ancient town of Israel mentioned in the biblical tale. 

▪ It is a biblical City of Ziklag Where Philistines gave refuge to David. Ziklag was a town under the rule of a 

Philistine king. 

▪ Researchers also excavated the finds typical of the Philistine civilisation. 

▪ The pottery vessels, stones and metal artifacts found are in connect with the historical era identified with the 

biblical tale. 

▪ The Philistines are believed to have arrived in the region in the 12th century BC. 

▪ They ruled what is today part of central and southern Israel and the Gaza Strip and were a feared enemy of 

the Israelites. 

LOCUST OUTBREAK 

Locust outbreak reported in Rajasthan and Gujarat from areas bordering Pakistan. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ Locusts are related to grasshoppers. 

▪ The common name which it generally refers is ‘short-horned grasshoppers’. 

▪ The desert locust is potentially the most dangerous because of the ability of swarms to fly rapidly across 

great distances. 

▪ When environmental conditions produce many green plants, locusts can congregate into thick, mobile, 

ravenous swarms. 

▪ Locust swarms can devastate crops and cause major agricultural damage. 

▪ Desert locust plagues threatens the economic livelihood of one-tenth of the world's humans. 

▪ A desert locust swarm can pack between 40 and 80 million locusts into less than half a square mile. 

▪ Each locust can consume the equivalent of their body weight (2 g) in plants each day, so a swarm of such 

size would eat 423 million pounds of plants every day. 

▪ An outbreak of desert locusts in the villages of Rajasthan and Gujarat has posed a threat to the crops. 
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▪ India has a “Locust Control and Research scheme” that is being implemented through the ‘Locust 

Warning Organisation’(LWO). 

▪ It was established in 1939 and amalgamated in 1946 with the Directorate of Plant Protection Quarantine and 

Storage (PPQS) of the Ministry of Agriculture. 

▪ The LWO’s responsibility is monitoring and control of the locust situation in Scheduled Desert Areas 

mainly in Rajasthan and Gujarat and partly in Punjab and Haryana. 

▪ It publishes a fortnightly bulletin on the locust situation. 

▪ It has set up a helpline for farmers in the State. 

ASRAAM 

▪ Advanced Short Range Air-to-Air Missile (ASRAAM) is the next generation infrared-guided missile of 

UK. 

▪ It is also known as ‘heat seeking’, because infrared is radiated primarily by heat. 

▪ It is designed and built by MBDA, UK to provide enhanced aerial combat capabilities for fighter aircraft. 

▪ It is widely used as a ‘Within Visual Range’(WVR) air dominance missile with a range of over 25km 

▪ It can also be fired at targets behind its aircraft. 

▪ The Indian Air Force (IAF) is looking to adopt ASRAAM across its fighter fleet. 

▪ This plan is to bridge the missile gap between the IAF and the Pakistan Air Force (PAF), which displayed 

an edge during the 27 February dogfight. 

▪ The missile was shortlisted through a tender and MBDA was working with Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 

(HAL) on the integration. 

KHARCHI POOJA 

▪ It is an important festival celebrated in Tripura. 

▪ The word Kharchi is derived from the word ‘Khya’ which means ‘Earth’. It is basically done to worship 

mother Earth. 

▪ It is performed after ‘Ama pechi’ or ‘Ambu bachi’ period. 

▪ According to Tripuri, ‘Ama Pechi’ is menstruation of mother goddess or mother Earth. 

▪ Among Tripuri the menstruation of a woman is considered as unholy. 

▪ During this period all the auspicious functions performed by women are prohibited. 

▪ After the menstruation period ‘Ama pechi’, mother Earth is considered to become unholy. 

▪ So even the soil is not ploughed nor digging of any where on this day, to give it time to cleanse. 

▪ The Puja is performed to wash out the sins and to clean the post menstrual phase of mother earth’s 

menstruation. 

▪ The festival lasts for 7 days and 14 gods of the dynasty deity of Tripuri people are worshipped. 

▪ The 14 gods are worshipped by the royal priest called Chantai. 

▪ Only members of chantai family descendants are allowed to take the post of ‘Chantai’. 

▪ All of rituals are of tribal origin but both tribal and non-tribal people join together to celebrate the festival. 

APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING REFORMS 

The ‘Central Apprenticeship Council’ under Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, proposed 

new reforms in apprenticeship training. 

▪ Major proposals are, 
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1. To raise the upper limit of apprentices from the existing 10% of total strength of establishment to 15%. 

2. To lower the limit of an establishment with mandatory obligation to engage apprentices from 40 to 30. 

3. To lower the limit of establishments eligible to engage apprentices on optional basis from 6 to 4. 

▪ Rationalization of stipend payable to all categories of apprentices. 

▪ Fixed stipend for apprentices linked to their educational qualification to make it easier for an apprentice to 

understand the program. 

CENTRAL APPRENTICESHIP COUNCIL 

▪ It is an apex statutory body under the Apprentices Act, 1961. 

▪ Its function is to assist and advice the Central Government for the implementation of Apprentice Act. 

▪ Central Government can establish the CAC by notification in the official Gazette under Section 24(1) of the 

Apprentices Act, 1961. 

▪ It functions under, 

1. Chairman-   Minister of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. 

2. Vice Chairman- Minister of State for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 

3. Other members of council includes, 

a) representatives of the Establishment in the PSUs, 

b) Private Sector, representative from Central Ministries and State /UT Governments, 

c) persons having special knowledge and experience on the matters relating to industries 

d) persons having special knowledge and experience on the matters relating to Labour, and 

representatives of the AICTE and UGC. 

AADHAR & OTHER LAWS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2019 

The Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2019, was passed by the parliament. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ The existing Act provides for the use of Aadhaar number as proof of identity of a person, subject to 

authentication. 

▪ Authentication involves submitting the Aadhaar number and biometric information. 

▪ The Bill additionally allows ‘offline verification’ of an individual’s identity, without authentication, 

through modes specified by UIDAI. 

▪ The act provides that an individual may voluntarily use his Aadhaar number to establish his identity, by 

authentication or offline verification. 

▪ The authentication of an individual’s identity via Aadhaar, for any service, may be made mandatory only by 

a law of Parliament. 

▪ The Bill amends this to allow such disclosure on directions of officers not below the rank of a Secretary. 

▪  UIDAI Fund- Under the existing Act, all fees and revenue collected by the UIDAI will be credited to the 

Consolidated Fund of India. 

▪ The Bill removes this provision, and creates the Unique Identification Authority of India Fund. 

▪ All fees, grants, and charges received by the UIDAI shall be credited to this fund. 

▪ The fund shall be used for expenses of the UIDAI, including salaries and allowances of its employees. 
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▪ Complaints- Under the existing Act, courts can take cognizance of an offence only if the UIDAI registers a 

complaint.    

▪ The Bill amends this to allow the individual to register complaints in certain cases.It includes impersonation 

or disclosure of their identity. 

▪ Use of Aadhaar- The existing Act allowed State or a corporate entity under any law to use Aadhaar. 

▪ The Bill replaces this bit and allows the UIDAI to decide whether an entity can use Aadhaar. 

GAGANYAAN- NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Gaganyaan is India’s manned mission to space. 

▪ It is a crewed orbital spacecraft which is expected to carry three people into the space for seven days. 

▪ The mission is on track to be realized by the 75th Independence day or earlier. 

▪ A “Gaganyaan National Advisory Council” has been created with members from different institutions and 

industries. 

▪ The council comprises of: 

a) Secretaries of Department of Space, Science 

and Technology, Defence Research and 

Development, Scientific and Industrial 

Research. 

b) Principal Scientific Advisor to PM. 

c) Senior Officials from Armed Forces, Indian 

Coast Guard. 

d) Former Chairman of ISRO. 

e) Member of Space Commission. 

f) Former Director of Aeronautical 

Development Agency. 

g) Former Indian Astronaut. 

h) Directors of Premier Academic and 

Research Institutions and Heads of various 

Indian Industries.

▪ The council will discuss on the overall project status of Gaganyaan, covering technical details as well as 

collaboration with various national stake holders. 

▪ It set priorities at various National Institutions including Industries to accomplish Gaganyaan. 

“STUDY IN INDIA” PROGRAMME 

The ‘Study in India’ is a programme of HRD Ministry. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. To make India a preferred education destination for foreign students. 

2. To improve the soft power of India with focus on the neighbouring countries and use it as a tool in 

diplomacy. 

3. To double India’s market share of global education exports from less than 1 % to 2 %. 

4. To reduce the export, Import imbalance in the number of International students. 

5. To boost the number of inbound International students in India. 

6. Increase in contribution of international student in the form of direct spends, indirect spends, spillover 

effects. 

7. Increase in global ranking of India as educational destination. 

8. Growth of India’s global market share of International students. 
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FACTS 

▪ Fee waivers are proposed to meritorious foreign students. 

▪ It also envisages setting up of call centres for support, algorithm for allocation of seats to the meritorious 

candidates. 

▪ This programme will also act as a source of Forex. 

▪ Study in India is helmed by EdCIL (Educational Consultants of India), a Central Public Sector Enterprises 

(CPSE). 

▪ It’s under the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD), Government of India. 

▪ It is a joint initiative of Ministry of HRD, Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Home Affairs and 

Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

OPERATION THIRST 

The ‘Railway Protection Force’(RPF), Ministry of Railways launched “Operation Thirst”. 

▪ It is an all India Drive to crack down selling of unauthorised Packaged Drinking Water. 

▪ Almost all major stations over Indian Railway were covered during this operation. 

▪ The bottles of unauthorised Packaged Drinking Water (PDW) have been seized under section 144 and 

section 153 of Indian Railway Act. 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION SCHEME 

The Scheme is implemented by ‘Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises’(MSME). 

OBJECTIVES 

▪ To enhance the competency of MSMEs, 

▪ Capturing new markets for their products, 

▪ exploring new technologies for improving manufacturing capacity. 

FFEATURES 

▪ Visit of MSME business delegations to other countries to international exhibitions, trade fairs for exploring 

new areas of technology up-gradation, facilitating joint ventures. 

▪ Holding international Conferences and Seminars on topics and themes of interest to the Indian MSMEs. 

▪ Visit and participation by Indian MSMEs for improving market for MSMEs products, foreign 

collaborations. 

▪ It will provide financial assistance on reimbursement basis to the eligible: 

1. State/Central Government Organizations. 

2. Registered Industry Associations. 

3. Societies/trusts associated with promotion and development of MSME sector. 

▪ Government Institutions and Registered Industry Associations associated with promotion and development 

of MSME sector can apply for financial assistance. 
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GREAT INDIAN BUSTARD 

The Environment Ministry initiated a project to save the ‘Great Indian bustard’. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ With just 130 great Indian bustards left in the country, this project focuses on their conservation and 

protection. 

▪ It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme. 

▪ Through ‘Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats’, government provides funds to states & Union 

Territories under the component ‘Species Recovery Programme’. 

 

▪ The fund is for conservation and protection of 

21 critically endangered species, including the 

Great Indian Bustard. 

▪ The ministry has also initiated ‘Habitat 

Improvement and Conservation Breeding of 

Great Indian Bustard’ – An Integrated 

Approach. 

▪ The important objective of this is to, build up 

captive population of great Indian bustard and to 

release the chicks in the wild for increasing the 

population. 

▪ Rajasthan, Gujarat and Maharashtra are the important range states involved in this programme. 

▪ Currently, there are two centres for breeding and hatching, in Jaisalmer and in Kota, both in Rajasthan. 

GREAT INDIAN BUSTARD 

▪ Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection)Act, 1972. 

▪ Appendix I of CITES. 

▪ Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List. 

▪ Habitat - Found in the Indian-subcontinent 

▪ Threats - 

1. Agriculture & aquaculture. 

2. Energy production & mining. 

3. Transportation & service corridors. 

4. Human intrusions & disturbance. 

5. Invasive and other problematic species and 

diseases 

6. However, the government does not 

recognise noise pollution as a cause of 

danger to the bird. 

EL NINO 

A weak El Nino prevailing in the Pacific Ocean since the start of this year is beginning to dissipate as 

reported recently. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It is a naturally occurring phenomenon that occurs every 2-7 years, and can last anywhere between nine 

months and two years. 

▪ El Nino (The Little Boy) is a climate pattern with unusual warming of surface waters in equatorial Pacific 

Ocean. 

▪ It is the “Warm phase”, off the coast of Peru. 

▪ The opposite of El Nino is La Nina (The Little Girl), is when sea surface temperatures in the Pacific drop to 

lower-than-normal levels. 

▪ It is the “Cool phase”. 

▪ These warm and cool phases are part of a recurring climate pattern that occurs across this section of the 

Pacific, known as the El Nino-Southern Oscillation (ENSO). 

▪ The air circulation as a result of difference in surface pressure and temperature over the western and eastern 

tropical Pacific Ocean is known as Walker circulation. 

▪ The two conditions influence weather events worldwide, including the Indian monsoon. 

▪ It affects precipitation in few areas, drought can be widespread affecting southern Africa, India, Southeast 

Asia, Australia. 

▪ El Nino is known to suppress rainfall during the monsoon months in India. 

▪ During an El Niño, the trade winds weaken in the central and western Pacific.  

▪ The clouds and rainstorms associated with warm ocean waters also shift toward the east. 

▪ So, the beginning of dissipation of El Nino is a good news for India which is hoping to get good rainfall in 

the remaining part of the monsoon season. 

▪ Other effects around the world include, 

1. Flooding in South America. 

2. Drought in Indonesia and Australia. 

3. Warmer, drier winters in the eastern and 

midwestern US. 

4. Wetter winters in California and the 

Southwest. 

5. Declining fisheries. 

6. More hurricanes in the Pacific, fewer in the 

Atlantic. 

7. Higher global temperatures.

KARTARPUR CORRIDOR 

Recently it had been agreed between two countries for a visa-free Kartarpur corridor to operate daily with a 

limit of 5,000 pilgrims per day. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It is a road link for Sikh pilgrims to visit the famous Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara in Pakistan. 

▪ It would link two important holy sites related to the founder of Sikhism located in Pakistan and in India. 

▪ The 16th century Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur is on the banks of the river Ravi. 

▪ The gurudwara was established by the first Sikh Guru in 1522. 

▪ It was here that Guru Nanak assembled a Sikh community and lived for 18 years until his death in 1539. 

▪ This would also be open to pilgrims of Indian origin who are citizens of other countries. 

▪ A four-lane Highway will connect Dera Baba Nanak from Gurdaspur-Amritsar Highway to International 

border. 

▪ The length of the corridor is about 4 km, 2 km on either side of the International Border. 



NIRVANA IAS ACADEMY 

P a g e  26 | 49 

NIRVANA IAS ACADEMY – www.nirvanaias.com 

 

▪ It comes at the time of 550th birth anniversary year of Guru Nanak. 

NIA (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2019 

Three major amendments made to the National Investigation Agency (NIA) Act of 2008. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ Under existing Act, the NIA can investigate offences under Atomic Energy Act, 1962 and the Unlawful 

Activities Prevention Act, 1967. 

▪ The amendment will enable the NIA to additionally investigate offences related to, 

1. Human trafficking. 

2. Counterfeit currency. 

3. Manufacture or sale of prohibited arms. 

4. Cyber-terrorism. 

5. Offences under the Explosive Substances Act, 1908. 

 

▪ NIA officers have the same power as other police officers and these extend across the country. 

▪ The Bill amends this to give NIA officers the power to investigate offences committed outside India. 

▪ NIA’s jurisdiction will be subject to international treaties and domestic laws of other countries. 

▪ Existing Act allows the Centre to constitute special courts for NIA’s trials for the “scheduled offences”. 

▪ The Bill enables the Central government to designate sessions courts as special courts for such trials. 

▪ The amendment bill, will strengthens and widens the scope of the investigating agency. 

NIA 

▪ The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has been constituted under the NIA Act, 2008. 

▪ It was set up in 2009 in the wake of the Mumbai terror attack. 

▪ It acts as the Central Counter Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency. 

▪ It functions under Ministry of Home Affairs. 

▪ The agency is empowered to deal with terror related crimes across states without special permission from 

the states. 

▪ It aims to set the standards of excellence in counter terrorism and other national security related 

investigations at the national level, matching the best international standards. 

▪ It strives towards developing a highly trained, partnership-oriented workforce to excel in its objective. 

DEFENCE INDUSTRIAL CORRIDOR 

Proposal in the Budget to set up Defence Industrial Corridor in Tamil Nadu and in Uttar Pradesh. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It refers to a route along which domestic productions of defence equipment by public sector, private sector 

and MSMEs are lined up to enhance the operational capability of the defence forces. 

▪ Development of these corridors will help in accelerated growth and regional industry agglomeration. 

▪ It will encourage domestic production and benefit all small and medium manufacturers along the corridor. 

▪ The locations of these corridors are strategically decided by the Defence Ministry. 
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▪ The proposed corridor in Tamil Nadu will connect Kattupalli port, Chennai, Tiruchirapalli, Coimbatore, 

Hosur and Bengaluru. 

▪ In U.P it is planned through Agra, Aligarh, Chitrakoot, Jhansi, Kanpur and Lucknow. 

SARFAESI ACT 

▪ The Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest 

(SARFAESI) Act, 2002 

▪ It was framed to address the problem of NPAs (Non-Performing Assets) or bad assets. 

▪ It allows secured creditors to take possession over a collateral, against which a loan had been provided, 

upon a default in repayment. 

▪ It lets the banks as well as other financial institutions to auction commercial or residential properties for the 

purpose of loan recovery 

▪ The Act provides three methods for recovery of NPAs, 

1. Securitization - It refers to the process of converting loans and other financial assets into marketable 

securities worth selling to the investors. 

2. Asset Reconstruction - It refers to conversion of non-performing assets into performing assets. 

3. Enforcement of Security without the intervention of the Court. 

 

▪ It gives detailed provisions for the formation and activities of Asset Securitization Companies (SCs) and 

Reconstruction Companies (RCs). 

▪ RBI is the regulator for these institutions. 

▪ It provides the legal framework for securitization activities in India. 

▪ The Government is not involved in commercial decisions or recovery proceedings of banks or financial 

institutions. 

▪ The SARFAESI Act does not differentiate between debtors/borrowers on any basis, including the financial 

status or debt value. 

▪ Any aggrieved debtor/borrower has recourse to filing appeal in the Debts Recovery Tribunal (DRT) against 

action under the SARFAESI Act. 

▪ The Act was amended in 2016, to empower the ARCs and to enhance the effectiveness of asset 

reconstruction under the new bankruptcy law. 

▪ It also gave more regulatory powers to the RBI on the working of ARCs. 

COOPERATIVE SOCITIES 

A co-operative society is a voluntary association of individuals having common needs who join hands for the 

achievement of common economic interest. 

▪ Its aim is to serve the interest of the poorer sections of society through the principle of self-help and mutual 

help. 

▪ People come forward as a group, pool their individual resources, utilise them in the best possible manner, 

and derive some common benefit out of it. 

▪ A Co-operative Society can be formed as per the provisions of the Co-operative Societies Act, 1912. 

▪ It is a Central Act. However, ‘Cooperative Societies’ is a State Subject. 
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▪ Right to form a ‘Cooperative Society’ is made a ‘Fundamental Right’ under 97th Constitutional Amendment 

Act, 2011. 

▪ At least ten persons above of 18 years, having the capacity to enter into a contract with common economic 

objectives, like farming, weaving, etc. can form a Co-operative Society. 

▪ At the State level, the Registrar of Cooperative Societies (RCS) of respective States exercises control over 

the Cooperative Banks. 

▪ However, the banking functions of the Cooperative Banks are regulated by RBI under the Banking 

Regulation Act, 1949. 

▪ The Government has taken the following measures to revive the Short-Term Cooperative Credit Structure 

(STCCS), 

▪ Based on the recommendation of Vaidyanathan Committee, government implemented a revival package 

for STCCS. 

▪ It encompasses legal and institutional reforms, measures to improve the quality of management and 

financial assistance as necessary for their democratic, self-reliant and efficient functioning. 

▪ Recognizing the need to revamp ailing Cooperative Banks so that they are able to cater to the needs of 

farmers at their doorstep. 

▪ To enable Cooperative Banks to meet the crop loan and term loan requirements of farmers, Government has 

set up two Funds in NABARD. 

JALAN COMMITTEE REPORT 

It was set up to review the economic capital framework of the RBI. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ According to Section 47 of the RBI Act, profits of the RBI are to be transferred to the government, after 

making various contingency provisions. 

▪ The contingency provisions includes public policy mandate of the RBI, financial stability considerations etc. 

▪ The committee proposes transfer of RBI reserves to govt in tranches over 3-5 years. 

▪ It recommended transferring of funds from both contingency and revaluation reserves to the government. 

▪ The panel has also sought a 'period review' of the RBI capital framework. 

▪ In the past, the issue of the ideal size of RBI's reserves was examined by three committees, 

1. V Subrahmanyam (1997) 

2. Usha Thorat (2004) and 

3. Y H Malegam (2013). 

▪ At present RBI continue with the recommendation of the Subrahmanyam panel. 

▪ The RBI board did not accept the recommendation of other committees. 

▪ For the year ending June 2018, RBI had total reserves of Rs 9.59 lakh crore. 

▪ It comprises mainly currency and gold revaluation account (Rs 6.91 lakh crore) and contingency fund (Rs 

2.32 lakh crore). 

▪ The government was seeking Rs 3.6 lakh crore from the RBI. 

▪ The transfer of surplus capital may help the government meet its fiscal deficit target. 
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MUTUAL FUNDS TO NBFCs 

According to analysis by CARE Ratings, the overall exposure of Mutual Funds to NBFCs has declined. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It had declined from 19% (of the total funds) in July 2018 to 14.8%  in June 2019. 

▪ The fall is much steeper in the exposure of MFs to the ‘Commercial papers’ of NBFCs as against ‘Corporate 

debt’ of NBFCs. 

▪ The recent crisis in the NBFC sector, lead to the overall decline of Mutual funds to NBFCs. 

Mutual Fund - It is a type of financial vehicle which collects money from investors and invests the money on 

their behalf. 

▪ The investment can be in securities such as stocks, bonds, money market instruments, and other assets. 

NBFC – ‘Non-Banking Financial Company’ is a company registered under the Companies Act, 1956. 

▪ They are the financial institutions that offer various banking services but do not have a banking license. 

▪ They can lend and make investments but cannot accept demand deposits. cannot issue cheques drawn on 

itself. 

▪ They are of two types, Deposit-taking NBFCs and Non-deposit taking NBFCs. 

▪ NBFCs whose asset size is of Rs 500 cr or more are considered as ‘systemically important NBFCs’. 

Commercial paper (CP) - It is a short-term debt instrument issued by companies. 

▪ It is generally to raise funds for a time period up to one year. 

▪ It is an unsecured money market instrument. 

▪ Individuals, banking companies, other corporate bodies and non-resident Indians and FII can invest in CPs. 

Corporate debt - Debt markets are often called as "bond markets." 

▪ These are securities issued by private and public corporations. 

▪ It is to raise money for a variety of purposes, such as building a new plant, growing the business, generally 

for a long-term. 

▪ The company promises to return the principal-money on a specified maturity date. 

▪ It also pays interest in regular instalments, in most cases, every six months or once a year. 

▪ They are less safe than government bonds. 

COASTAL REGULATION ZONE 

The Bombay High Court has quashed the Environment Ministry’s Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) clearance 

for the southern stretch of the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation’s (BMC’s) Coastal Road project. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ The BMC has proposed a coastal road along the western coast of the city. 

▪ According to the BMC, the main purpose is to ease the congestion on the city’s roads. 

▪ The project site falls under the Coastal Regulations Zone 1 category. 
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▪ So, the project’s critics also say it will destroy fishing areas, leading to loss of livelihood for fishermen. 

▪ Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) are the notification for regulation of activities in the coastal area. 

▪ It was issued under the Environment Protection Act, 1986 by Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF). 

▪ As per the notification, the coastal land up to 500m from the High Tide Line (HTL) and a stage of 100m 

along banks of creeks, estuaries, backwater and rivers subject to tidal fluctuations, is called the Coastal 

Regulation Zone (CRZ). 

 

▪ CRZ along the country has been placed in four categories. 

1. CRZ I - Ecologically Sensitive Areas 

a) They lie between low and high tide line. 

b) These areas are essential in maintaining the ecosystem of the coast. 

c) These include national parks/marine parks, sanctuaries, reserve forests, mangroves and coral reefs. 

d) Exploration of natural gas and extraction of salt are permitted 

 

2. CRZ II - Shore Line Areas 

The areas that have been developed up to or close to the shoreline which fall within the Municipal 

limits. 

a) Unauthorized structures are not allowed to construct in this zone. 

3. CRZ III   

a) Undisturbed Area, has been divided into CRZ- IIIA and CRZ- III B in the CRZ  Notification 2018, 

Rural and Urban localities which fall outside I and II. 

b) CRZ - III A - it Includes those areas where population density is more than 2161 per sq km as per 

the 2011 census. 
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c) Such areas shall have a No Development Zone of 50 meters from the HTL as against 200 meters 

stipulated in the CRZ Notification, 2011. 

d) CRZ - III B - it includes all the other areas of CRZ- III where population density is below 2161 per 

sq km as per the 2011 census. 

e) Such areas shall continue to have an NDZ of 200 meters from the HTL. 

f) Only certain activities related to agriculture and some public facilities are allowed in this zone. 

 

4. CRZ IV - Territorial Area 

a) An area covered between Low Tide Line and 12 Nautical Miles seaward. 

b) Fishing and allied activities are permitted in this zone. 

c) Solid waste should be let off in this zone. 

Shailesh Nayak committee on CRZ recommended relaxation on the terms set up by the CRZ 2011 notification. 

▪ The major objective behind the recommendations was to boost tourism, port construction and real estate. 

▪ The projects which falls under the CRZ- I and CRZ- IV areas only require the approval of the Environment 

Ministry 

▪ States and the Union territories shall consider all other projects. 

NATIONAL BAMBOO MISSION 

It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme under Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare. 

▪ Bamboo is a versatile group of plants which is capable of providing ecological, economic and livelihood to 

the people. 

▪ The restructured NBM focuses to supplement farm income with the development of complete value chain of 

bamboo sector and link growers with markets. 

OBJECTIVES 

a) To increase the area under bamboo plantation in non-forest Government and private lands. 

b) To improve post-harvest management through establishment of innovative primary processing units and 

market infrastructure. 

c) To promote product development by assisting R&D, entrepreneurship & business models at MSME level. 

d) To rejuvenate the under developed bamboo industry in India. 

e) To promote skill development, capacity building, awareness generation for development of bamboo sector. 

f) To realign efforts so as to reduce dependency on import of bamboo and bamboo products by improved 

productivity. 

The Mission would adopt the following strategies, 

a) Development of bamboo in limited States where it has social, commercial and economical advantage. 

b) Production of genetically superior planting material. 

c) Adoption of end to end solution. 

d) Capacity building. 

e) Set up National, State and sub-State level structures, to ensure adequate returns and eliminate middlemen. 
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f) For popularizing use of bamboo & bamboo-based products, seminars, conferences, awareness campaign at 

National, State & District Levels are organized under the restructured NBM. 

g) Awareness is also created through print and electronic media. 

ZED SCHEME 

“Zero Defect and Zero Effect” (ZED) manufacturing is a scheme of ‘Ministry of Micro,Small & Medium 

Enterprises’(MSME). 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It is an integrated and comprehensive certification system that will account for productivity, quality etc. 

▪ Two components in ‘ZED’ culture, 

a) Zero Defect - Zero non-conformance/non-compliance & Zero waste 

b) Zero Effect - Zero air pollution/liquid discharge/solid waste & Zero wastage of natural resources 

▪ It will enable our industry to build reputation in the global marketplace. 

OBJECTIVES 

a) Develop an Ecosystem for Zero Defect Manufacturing. 

b) Promote adaptation of Quality tools and Energy Efficient manufacturing. 

c) Enable MSMEs for manufacturing of quality products. 

d) Encourage MSMEs to constantly upgrade their quality standards. 

e) To adopt Zero Defect production processes, without impacting the environment. 

f) Support ‘Make in India’ campaign. 

 

▪ There are 50 parameters for ZED rating and additional 25 parameters for ZED Defence rating. 

▪ The MSMEs are provided financial assistance for the activities to be carried out for ZED certification. 

▪ The Rating will be based on the weighted average level and it will be valid for four years. 

▪ ‘Quality Council of India’(QCI) is the National Monitoring & Implementing Unit (NMIU) for 

implementation of ZED.    

▪ The surveillance audit will be carried out by QCI. 

SOLAR CHARKHA MISSION 

▪ It is the employment generating venture of Ministry of MSME to train rural people in weaving. 

▪ The looms and spindles will be completely powered by Solar energy. 

▪ It is being implemented by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC). 

OBJECTIVES 

a) To ensure inclusive growth by generation of employment, especially for women and youth. 

b) Sustainable development through solar charkha clusters in rural areas. 

c) To leverage low-cost, innovative technologies, boost rural economy etc. 

d) The geographical distribution of the clusters covers throughout the country. 

e) At least 10% clusters located in the North Eastern Region (NER), J&K and hilly states. 
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PRADHAN MANTRI URJA GANGA PROJECT 

It is a gas pipe line project aims to provide piped cooking gas (PNG) to residents of eastern region of the 

country. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

▪ It also aims to provide CNG for vehicles. 

▪ It is a project under Ministry of Petroleum & 

Natural Gas. 

▪ It will pave way for revival of industries in those 

areas and development of city gas network, 

generating a large number of jobs. 

▪ The various initiatives to increase the domestic 

production of crude oil and natural gas which 

includes, 

a) New Domestic Natural Gas Pricing Guidelines-

2014. 

b) Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy. 

c) Policy for early monetization of Coal Bed 

Methane 

d) Setting up of National Data Repository. 

e) Policy for Extension of Production Sharing 

Contracts. 

f) Policy framework for exploration and 

exploitation of Unconventional Hydrocarbons. 

g) Re-assessment of Hydrocarbon Resources. 

The pipeline covers Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal and Assam. 

UJH & BASANTAR BRIDGE 

The Ujh and Basantar are two strategically important bridges inaugurated near International Border in 

J&K. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ The bridges have been built under Project Sampark, by Border Roads Organisation (BRO). 

▪ The 1 Km long 'Ujh bridge in Kathua, over Ujh river is the longest bridge constructed by BRO. 

▪ The 617 m Basantar bridge in Samba has been constructed over Basantar river.   

▪ These bridges will provide smooth connectivity and are vital for the army for deployment on border areas. 

▪ The BRO develops and maintains road networks in India's border areas and friendly neighboring countries. 

▪ It functions under ‘Ministry of Defense’. 

FOREIGN SOVEREIGN BOND 

▪ Sovereign bond is a specific debt instrument issued by the government. 
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▪ It is issued to finance the fiscal deficit and manage the temporary cash mismatches of the government. 

▪ When it is denominated in a foreign currency, it is called as Foreign sovereign bond. 

▪ The yield of the bonds are dependent on primarily 3 factors, 

▪ Creditworthiness - The issuing countries’ perceived ability to repay their debts. 

▪ Country Risk - External/Internal factors like unrest and wars in the country. 

EXCHANGE RATES 

▪ These bonds offers fixed return, maximum safety and are also actively traded in the secondary market. 

▪ This may lead to higher foreign inflows and improve the attractiveness of rupee-denominated sovereign 

bonds. 

▪ The rates of this overseas borrowing will act as a yardstick for pricing of other corporate bonds. 

▪ However, the foreign currency bonds shifts the currency risk from investor to issuer (in this case, the 

government). 

▪ If the local currency drops (exchange rate risk) in value, paying down international debt becomes 

considerably more expensive. 

▪ Failure to pay bondholders can ruin its credit rating of the country. 

▪ It can also lower the yields on government bonds in the domestic market. 

▪ Since interest rates on financial products track the movement in G-Sec yields, this can reduce interest rates 

on loans and savings. 

LOKMANYA BAL GANGADHAR TILAK 

Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar birth anniversary (23 July 1856). 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

▪ Bal Gangadhar Tilak or Lokmanya Tilak was an 

Indian nationalist, social reformer and lawyer. 

▪ The Britishers called him, ‘The Father of the Indian 

unrest’. 

▪ He was given the honourary title of 'Lokmanya', 

which means admired (or accepted) by the people. 

▪ He is known as the 'Father of Swarajya' and made 

'Swaraj' as a part of the independence movement 

and he was the strongest advocates of ‘Swaraj’ 

(self-rule). 

▪ He started the Swadeshi movement. 

▪ He joined the Indian National Congress (INC) in the year 1890. 

▪ He started two newspaper, ‘Kesari’ in Marathi and ‘Mahratta’ in English (referred as 'Maratha'). 

▪ He had a political regime with Bipin Chandra Pal and Lala Lajpat Rai and they were referred as 'Lal-Bal-Pal 

triumvirate'. 

▪ He organized ‘Deccan Education Society’ along with Gopal Ganesh Agarkar, Mahadev Ballal Namjoshi and 

Vishnushastri Chiplunkar. 

▪ It was set up to teach young Indians, the nationalist ideas through an emphasis on Indian culture. 
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▪ He founded the ‘All India Home Rule League’ in 1916 along with Joseph Baptista, Annie Besant and 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 

▪ He transformed the household worshipping of Ganesha into a grand public event ‘Sarvajanik Ganeshotsav’ 

in 1894. 

▪ Today, ‘Ganesh Chaturthi’, started by Tilak, is considered as the prime festival in Maharastra and adjacent 

states. 

▪ Tilak was the poineer for the celebration of "Shiv Jayanti", the birth anniversary of Chhatrapati Shivaji. 

▪ In 2007, the Government of India released a coin to commemorate Tilak on his 150th birth anniversary. 

SWADESH DARSHAN SCHEME 

Recently the sanctioned project in Andhra Pradesh, Kakinada Hope Island has been developed as a world 

Class Coastal & Eco Tourism Circuit. 

The Buddhist Circuit of Shalihundam in A.P and the Coastal Circuit of Sri Potti Sriramalu, Nellore are at stage 

of completion. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It is a flagship scheme of Ministry of Tourism. 

▪ It is for an integrated development of theme-based tourist circuits in the country. 

▪ The following thematic circuits have been identified, for development namely, 

1. North-East India Circuit. 

2. Buddhist Circuit. 

3. Himalayan Circuit. 

4. Coastal Circuit. 

5. Krishna Circuit, 

6. Desert Circuit. 

7. Tirtankar circuit. 

8. Tribal Circuit. 

9. Eco Circuit. 

10. Wildlife Circuit. 

11. Rural Circuit, 

12. Spiritual Circuit. 

13. Sufi circuit. 

14. Ramayana Circuit. 

15. Heritage Circuit.

 

▪ The scheme would result in increased tourist inflow thereby creating employment opportunities for the local 

community. 

▪ It is different from "PRASAD" scheme of Ministry of Tourism. 

▪ PRASAD focus on holistic development, beautification and rejuvenation of the identified sites. 

NARAYAN GURU 

▪ Narayana Guru was a great saint, scholar, philosopher, poet and the forerunner of social renaissance in 

Kerala. 

▪ He was born in 1856 in a peasant family of then untouchable Ezhava caste, in Thiruvananthapuram. 

▪ He led a reform movement in Kerala, against the injustice in the caste-ridden society in order to promote 

social equality. 

▪ He gave the universal message, “One caste, one religion, one God.” 

▪ ‘Sahodaran Ayyappan’ (Pulaya Ayyappan), a social reformer from Kerala coined a rejoinder ‘No Caste, No 

Religion, No God for Mankind’. 
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▪ ‘Aravipuram Movement’ was launched by Narayana Guru. 

▪ He defied the religious restrictions traditionally placed on the Ezhava community and consecrated an idol of 

Shiva at Aravipuram. 

 

▪ He was a follower of Advaitha philosophy. 

▪ He translated Tamil works like "Thirukkural" into 

Malayalam. 

▪ He had written number of hymns to different gods 

and some of the notable ones are "Atmopadesa 

Sathakam" and "Darsanamala". 

▪ He lent his support to the ‘Vaikkom Satyagraha’. 

Mahatma Gandhi met him during this time. 

▪ ‘Sivagiri pilgrimage’ was conceived by three of the 

disciples, Vallabhasseri Govindan Vaidyar, T. K. 

Kittan and Muloor S. Padmanabha Panicker. 

▪ The goal of the pilgrimage was the promotion of education, cleanliness, devotion to God. 

HEAT WAVES 

National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) issued Guidelines for ‘Preparation of Action Plan – 

Prevention and Management of Heat Wave’. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ The ‘Ministry of Health and Family Welfare’ issued ‘Guidelines on Prevention and Management of Heat 

Related Illnesses’. 

▪ It provides insights into heat-related illness and the necessary mitigative and response actions to be 

undertaken. 
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▪ Heat-wave is defined as the condition where maximum temperature at a grid point is 3˚C or more than the 

normal temperature, consecutively for 3 days or more. 

▪ WMO defines it as, maximum temperature at a grid point is 5˚C or more than the normal temperature, 

consecutively for 5 days or more. 

▪ This condition may leads to physiological stress, which sometimes can claim human life. 

▪ Ahmedabad was among the first city to prepare a Heat wave Action Plan in 2015. 

▪ It is expected that extreme heat waves will become more common worldwide because of climate change. 

▪ India is vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. 

▪ More than 2400 people died in the heat wave of 2015. 

▪ Heat wave also caused death of cattle and wildlife besides affecting animals in various zoos in India. 

▪ The guidelines serve as a tool for developing risk management plans, early warning systems, preparedness 

for health-related problems. 

▪ Key strategies of the Plan – 

a) Establish Early Warning System and Inter-Agency Coordination.      

b) Capacity building and training programme. 

c) Public Awareness and community outreach. 

d) Collaboration with non-government and civil society. 

 

▪ Heat wave is called as “Silent disaster” as it develops slowly and kills and injures humans and animals 

nationwide. 

▪ The adverse impact of heat wave are preventable by educating the public on the preventive actions. 

TIANGONG-2 

▪ Tiangong-2 (“Heavenly Palace”) is a Chinese Space Laboratory. 

▪ It is an experimental space station which carried out research and human operations in Low Earth Orbit 

(LEO). 

▪ It was launched on September 2016 and it was has deorbited on July 19, 2019 spent over 1,000 days in 

orbit. 

▪ It was brought down to Earth in a controlled fashion and burned up over the South Pacific ocean by China. 

▪ It followed the Tiangong-1, China’s first space station, which crashed into the southern Pacific Ocean on 

2018. 

▪ It deploys to space the first-ever ‘Cold Atomic Fountain Clock’ which has a higher precision than 

conventional atomic clocks. 

▪ It detected 55 ‘gamma-ray bursts’ by a device names POLAR installed on the spacecraft. 

▪ It also docked a micro-satellite that took high-resolution pictures of the connected space lab and Shenzhou-

11 manned spacecraft. 

DENGUE 

Mumbai registered its first dengue death this year and already 71 dengue cases have been confirmed by the 

BMC. 

▪ Dengue is the fast emerging ‘mosquito-borne viral infection’. 

▪ It flourishes in urban poor areas, suburbs mostly in tropical and subtropical countries. 
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▪ The dengue virus (DEN) comprises four distinct serotypes, which belong to the genus Flavivirus, family 

Flaviviridae. 

▪ The ‘Aedes aegypti’ mosquito is the main vector. 

▪ ‘Aedes aegypti’ mosquito breeds in freshwater. (unlike Malaria mosquito (Anopheles) breeds in any water 

accumulating in open areas). 

▪ The breeding sites can be domestic atmosphere, under refrigerator plates, water containers, ACs in 

households. 

▪ The mosquito mainly acquires the virus while feeding on the blood of an infected person. 

▪ In India it peaks from Monsoon every year. 

▪ It is prevalent in Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Delhi, Harayana, Punjab, West Bengal and most of 

southern India. 

▪ There is no specific treatment for dengue fever and the patients are advised to drink plenty of fluids. 

▪ Maintenance of the patient's circulating fluid volume is the central feature of such care. 

▪ The only current method of controlling dengue is to effectively combat the vector mosquitoes. 

▪ It is implemented using ‘Integrated Vector Management’ (IVM) approach. 

▪ IVM is a rational decision-making process for the optimal use of resources for vector control. 

▪ Dengue cases have been recorded by the ‘National Vector Borne Disease Control Programme’ (NVBDCP). 

NVBDCP 

▪ It is the national level Technical Nodal office equipped with Technical Experts in the field of Public Health. 

▪ It functions under Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. 

▪ It is responsible for prevention and control of major Vector Borne Diseases. 

▪ It also helps in framing technical guidelines & policies, to guide the states for Programme implementation. 

MIGRATION DATA 

Census 2011 data on migration has been released recently. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ When a person is enumerated in census at a different place than her/his place of birth, then she/he is 

considered a ‘migrant’. 

▪ Over 45.58 crore Indians were found to be “migrants” according to the Census 2011. 

▪ The bulk of the migration takes place within individual states. 

▪ Only 11.91% (5.43 crore) had moved to one state from another, while nearly 39.57 crore had moved within 

their states. 

▪ In that, ‘Women’ comprised two-thirds of the total migrant population. 

▪ Marriage and employment are the major reasons for migration. 

▪ U.P and Bihar have a disproportionately high number of out-migrants. 

▪ Migrants constitute more than one-third of the population in metros like Delhi and Mumbai. 

▪ U.P has the highest share of out-migrants while Maharashtra has the highest share of in-migrants 

▪ The 4 states U.P, Bihar, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh accounted for 50% of India’s total inter-state 

migrants. 

▪ The most common migration path was U.P to Delhi. 
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▪ U.P to Maharashtra and Karnataka to Maharashtra are also among the top migration paths. 

▪ Gujarat, Haryana and Madhya Pradesh are among the top destinations to which people migrate. 

▪ Among southern States, Karnataka to Andhra Pradesh and Kerala to Tamil Nadu are the most common 

migration patterns. 

▪ Tamil Nadu had 16.5 lakh immigrants in Census 2011, the largest number in the south. 

▪ The northeast States are among those with the lowest numbers of immigrants. 

▪ The 8 northeast States together accounted for just 2% of the total immigrants. 

▪ In Assam, illegal migrations from Bangladesh, where 64,117 peoples’ last place of residence was in 

Bangladesh. 

▪ About 38% of the migration was from rural to urban areas, while urban to urban migration accounted for the 

second highest 32%. 

ICONIC TOURIST SITES 

Union government is planning to develop 17 “Iconic Tourist Sites” in the country into world-class tourist 

destinations and to serve as a model for other tourism sites. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ The initiative is aimed at enhancing India’s soft power. 

▪ The Sites which are planned to be developed under this plan are 

1. Taj Mahal and Fatehpur Sikri (Uttar 

Pradesh), 

2. Ajanta & Ellora (Maharashtra), 

3. Humayun’s Tomb, Red Fort and Qutub 

Minar (Delhi), 

4. Colva (Goa), 

5. Amer Fort (Rajasthan), 

6. Somnath and Dholavira (Gujarat), 

7. Khajuraho (Madhya Pradesh), 

8. Hampi (Karnataka), 

9. Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu), 

10. Kaziranga (Assam), 

11. Kumarakom (Kerala) 

12. Mahabodhi Temple (Bihar). 

▪ Under this plan government is looking at overall development from the tourism point of view in and around 

these sites which includes roads and infrastructure, hotels and lodges, connectivity and access. 

▪ As such, several ministries, from Railways to Civil Aviation, will be involved, while the Tourism Ministry 

will be the nodal agency. 

ADOPT A HERITAGE SCHEME (APNI DHAROHAR, APNI PEHCHAN) 

In 2017, Ministry of Tourism launched the “Adopt a Heritage:” a collaborative effort between the Ministry 

of Tourism, Ministry of Culture and Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), and State/UTs Governments. 

▪ The Project aims to develop synergy among all partners to effectively promote “responsible tourism”. 

▪ It aims to involve public sector companies, private sector companies and corporate citizens/individuals to 

take up the responsibility for making our heritage and tourism more sustainable through development, 

operation and maintenance of world-class tourist infrastructure and amenities at ASI/ State heritage sites and 

other important tourist sites in India. 

▪ They would become ‘Monument Mitras’ through the innovative concept of “Vision Bidding”, where the 

agency with the best vision for the heritage site will be given an opportunity to associate pride with their 

CSR activities. 
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▪ They would also get limited visibility on the premises and the Incredible India website. 

▪ The project envisages limited ‘access’ to non-core areas and ‘no handing over of monuments’ are involved. 

▪ So far the Red Fort and Gandikota Fort in Andhra Pradesh was adopted by the Dalmia Group, while the 

Qutub Minar and the Ajanta Caves were adopted by Yatra Online. 

CRYPTO-CURRENCY 

▪ A virtual currency is a digital representation of value that can be digitally traded and functions as 

a) A medium of exchange. 

b) A unit of account 

c) A store of value. 

▪ But, unlike fiat currency like the rupee, it is not legal tender and does not have the backing of a government. 

▪ A cryptocurrency is a subset of virtual currencies, and is decentralized, and protected by cryptography. 

Distributed Ledger Technologies 

▪ Distributed Ledger Technologies (DLT) refers to technologies that involve the use of independent 

computers (also referred to as nodes) to record, share, and synchronize transactions in their respective 

electronic ledgers. 

▪ Keeping such distributed ledgers obviates the need for keeping the data centralized, as is done in a 

traditional ledger and all virtual currencies use DLT. 

▪ A transaction under DLT essentially refers to the transfer of “value” from one to another. 

▪ This “value” could be any record of ownership of assets money, security, land titles or the record of specific 

information such as information about one’s identity or health information, etc. That is why DLT has 

applications in several fields. 

▪ Blockchain is a specific kind of DLT that came to prominence after Bitcoin, a cryptocurrency that used it, 

became popular. 

▪ Cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin use codes to encrypt transactions and stack them up in blocks, creating 

Block chains. 

▪ It is the use of codes that differentiates cryptocurrencies from other virtual currencies. 

▪ RBI Act has the enabling provisions to permit the central government to approve a “Central Bank Digital 

Currency” (CBDC) as legal tender in India. 

DEEP-FAKE 

Deepfake is a combination of “deep learning” and “fake”. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ It is an Artificial Intelligence (AI) software that superimposes a digital composite on to an existing video (or 

audio). 

▪ Deep fake seemingly creates real fakes and deceptive videos, which makes differentiating fake from real 

even more cumbersome and complex. 

▪ Fake celebrity footages, propaganda videos or revenge porn are all outcomes of the deep fake technology. 
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AMBEDKAR HASTSHILP VIKAS YOJANA 

▪ It focuses on integrated development of handicrafts clusters with participation of craftpersons. 

▪ The selected artisans in these clusters are supported for sustainable development through NGO partners. 

▪ The package of support under AHVY can be clubbed under, 

a) Social Interventions 

b) Technological interventions 

c) Marketing interventions 

d) Financial interventions 

e) Cluster specific infrastructure related interventions 

FEATURES 

a) Base Line Survey & Mobilization of Artisans 

b) Design & Technology Upgradation 

c) Human Resource Development 

d) Direct Benefit to Artisans 

e) Infrastructure and Technology Support 

f) Research and Development 

g) Marketing Support & Services 

 

▪ Under this scheme 90 clusters across the country are identified. 

▪ It also covers aspirational districts, women clusters, weaker section and export potential clusters. 

▪ The objective is to transform these clusters by ensuring self-sustainment of the Self-Help Groups/artisans of 

these clusters. 

▪ ‘Hastkala Sahyog Shivirs’ was organized all over the country for providing Aadhaar linked Pahchan card, 

marketing facilities, to artisans through Mudra loan. 

CHINA-CAMBODIA 

It gives the Chinese military exclusive rights to use part of a Ream naval base of Cambodia, in the Gulf of 

Thailand. 

▪ This would include posting military personnel, storing weapons and berthing warships. 

▪ But both China and Cambodia have denied for such a base are in work. 

▪ The Gulf of Thailand also known as the Gulf of Siam, is a shallow inlet in the western part of the South 

China Sea. 

▪ It is bordered by Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam. 

▪ The northern tip of the Gulf of Thailand is referred to as the Bay of Bangkok. 

▪ The Gulf of Thailand is becoming popular for whale watching and known for its coral reefs. 

▪ The Thai Canal also known as Kra Canal or Kra Isthmus Canal is a proposed canal that would connect the 

Gulf of Thailand with the Andaman Sea. 

▪ China could fund the proposed ‘Kra Canal’ project. 

▪ It is envisaged that the canal would improve transportation in the region. 
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HIMALAYAN KNOTWEED 

 

 

▪ Himalayan knotweed (Persicaria wallichii) is a 

plant species in the knotweed family. 

▪ It is a native to the Himalayas and it was originally 

introduced as an ornamental garden plant. 

▪ It grows on stream sides, hedge banks, woodland 

edges, roadsides, railway banks and waste ground. 

▪ Once established this plant grows into extremely 

dense stands that out-compete all native vegetation. 

▪ It can grow to about 6 feet in height, alter natural 

ecosystems and are difficult to eradicate. 

▪ It is among 27 different species of invasive flora identified by Keystone Foundation. 

▪ It became the latest threat to ‘Nilgiris ecosystem’ and the rate at which they spreads becomes a serious cause 

for concern. 

▪ It threatens the biodiversity along streams and rivers and the wetlands in the Nilgiris. 

TOI 270 

▪ It is the name of the dwarf star and the planetary system. 

▪ It was recently discovered by NASA’s Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS). 

▪ It is about 73 light years away from Earth, and is located in the constellation Pictor. 

TOI 270 b, 

▪ It is the innermost planet in this system 

▪ It is expected to be a rocky world about 25 per cent bigger than Earth. 

▪ It is not habitable since it is located too close to the star. 

▪ It about 13 times closer than our Solar System’s Mercury is from the Sun. 

TESS MISSION 

▪ The Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite (TESS) is an MIT-led NASA’s mission. 

▪ It is to spend two years discovering transiting exoplanets by an all-sky survey. 

▪ The primary goal of TESS is to discover planets smaller than Neptune. 

▪ With TESS, it is possible to study the mass, size, density and orbit of a large cohort of small planets. 

MISSION SHAKTI 

It was India’s successful ‘Anti-satellite (ASAT) missile’ test. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ An Indian satellite at 300 km in Low Earth Orbit was targeted and destroyed through ‘collision’ (rather than 

warheads). 

▪ It made India to join the ranks of the US, Russia and China. 
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▪ It gives teeth to India’s space programme and military posture. 

▪ It was the prerogative of DRDO. 

▪ The DRDO’s Ballistic Missile Defence interceptor was used. 

▪ ASAT adopted ‘Direct Ascent Kinetic Kill’ method. 

 

BACKGROUND 

▪ India has no intention of entering into an arms 

race in outer space. 

▪ India believes that Outer space is the common 

heritage of humankind and it is the 

responsibility of all to preserve it. 

▪ India already implements a number of 

Transparency and Confidence Building 

Measures (TCBMs) includes, 

a) Registering space objects with the UN 

register. 

b) Pre-launch notifications. 

c) Measures in harmony with the UN Space 

Mitigation Guidelines. 

d) Participation in Inter Agency Space Debris 

Coordination (IADC) activities with regard 

to space debris management. 

e) Undertaking SOPA (Space Object 

Proximity Awareness) and COLA 

(Collision Avoidance) 

f) Participating in all sessions of the UN 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 

Space. 

▪ India also supported UNGA resolution 69/32 on ‘No First Placement of Weapons on Outer Space’. 

▪ India supports the substantive consideration of the issue of ‘Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space’ 

(PAROS). 

▪ India is a signatory to 1967 Outer Space treaty. 

▪ It prohibits only weapons of mass destruction in outer space, not ordinary weapons. 

KLEPTOCRACY 

It refers to the society whose leaders make themselves rich and powerful by stealing from the rest of the 

people. 

FACTS 

▪ It is also known as “rule by thieves”. 

▪ It is closely associated with military juntas, oligarchies, dictatorships and nepotism or autocratic regimes. 

▪ Russia is often pointed out as an example of a modern kleptocracy. 
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▪ Africa has many of the world’s kleptocratic leaders, who have driven their economies into ruin. 

▪ There is a common trend in Africa where the poorest and least developed countries are often kleptocracies. 

▪ The US often portrayed as the model of true democracy, but in recent years, has been labeled as a 

kleptocracy. 

▪ ‘Narco-kleptocracy’, also known as ‘Narco-economies’, are nations where drug money has compromised 

the integrity of the government. 

▪ It is through bribing of senior government officials to allow the illegal drug trade to be conducted within the 

country. E.g Guinea, Panama, Tajikistan and Venezuela. 

▪  “Digital Kleptocracy” is a means by which rich tech companies mine poor people’s data. 

▪ In fact, companies steal, in most cases the person is unaware of their data being harvested and used for 

profit. 

▪ Each time you click on a link, or even hover your mouse over one, your behaviour is being tracked. 

▪ It is then analysed to understand your preferences, needs and being sold to companies to enable “targeted” 

advertising. 

▪ Centralising data means that a single data breach can compromise all aspects of the individual life. 

▪ Strong data protection and privacy law can address this issue. 

VEMBANAD LAKE 

A group of fishermen have been conducting plastic collection drive every year to get the lake rid of plastic 

waste in Vembanad Lake. 

▪ The Lake is also known as ‘Vembanad Kayal’, ‘Vembanad Kol’, ‘Punnamada Lake’ and ‘Kochi Lake’. 

▪ It is the largest in Kerala and the longest in India. 

▪ The longest railway line in India, Vembanad Rail Bride is also named after the lake. 

▪ ‘Nehru Trophy Boat Race’ is held every year in Vembanad Lake. 

▪ It is the ‘Wetland of international importance’, as defined by the Ramsar Convention. 

▪ The ‘Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary’ is located on the east coast of the lake. 

▪ It is included in the ‘National Lake Conservation Programme’ (NLCP) for conservation and management of 

the lake. 

▪ Plastic pollution is the major threat to the lake ecosystem and to the entire biodiversity, 

▪ So, houseboats and resorts in the district have started replacing single-use plastic water bottles with glass 

jars and glass bottles. 

▪ Other Ramsar sites in Kerala, 

a) Ashtamudi Wetland. 

b) Sasthamkotta Lake. 

RAMSAR CONVENTION 

▪ The Convention on Wetlands, called the Ramsar Convention, is the intergovernmental treaty. 

▪ It provides the framework for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resource. 

▪ Wetlands includes all, lakes and rivers, underground aquifers, swamps and marshes, wet grasslands, 

peatlands, estuaries, deltas and tidal flats, mangroves other coastal areas, coral reefs, and all human-made 

sites such as fish ponds, rice paddies, reservoirs and salt pans. 

▪ The Convention works under the “three pillars”, 
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a) Work towards the wise use of all their wetlands. 

b) Designate suitable wetlands for the list, Wetlands of International Importance (Ramsar List) to ensure 

their effective management. 

c) Cooperate internationally on transboundary wetlands, shared wetland systems and shared species. 

▪ The inclusion of a wetland in the List embodies the government’s commitment to take necessary steps to 

ensure that its ecological character is maintained. 

THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN FROM SEXUAL OFFENCES (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2019 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (Amendment) Bill, 2019 has been passed by the 

government. 

The Bill amends the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012.  The Act seeks to protect 

children from offences such as sexual assault, sexual harassment, and pornography. 

FEAUTRES 

▪ Penetrative sexual assault: Under the Act, a person commits “penetrative sexual assault” if he: (i) 

penetrates his penis into the vagina, mouth, urethra or anus of a child, or (ii) makes a child do the same, or 

(iii) inserts any other object into the child’s body, or (iv) applies his mouth to a child’s body parts.   

 

▪ Aggravated penetrative sexual assault: The Act defines certain actions as “aggravated penetrative sexual 

assault”.  These include cases when a police officer, a member of the armed forces, or a public servant 

commits penetrative sexual assault on a child.  It also covers cases where the offender is a relative of the 

child, or if the assault injures the sexual organs of the child or the child becomes pregnant, among others.  

 

The Bill adds two more grounds to the definition of aggravated penetrative sexual assault.  These include: 

(i) assault resulting in death of child, and (ii) assault committed during a natural calamity, or in any similar 

situations of violence.   

 

▪ Aggravated sexual assault: Under the Act, “sexual assault” includes actions where a person touches the 

vagina, penis, anus or breast of a child with sexual intent without penetration.  “Aggravated sexual assault” 

includes cases where the offender is a relative of the child, or if the assault injures the sexual organs of the 

child, among others.  The Bill adds two more offences to the definition of aggravated sexual assault.  These 

include: (i) assault committed during a natural calamity, and (ii) administrating or help in administering any 

hormone or any chemical substance, to a child for the purpose of attaining early sexual maturity. 

 

▪ Pornographic purposes: Under the Act, a person is guilty of using a child for pornographic purposes if he 

uses a child in any form of media for the purpose of sexual gratification. The Act also penalises persons who 

use children for pornographic purposes resulting in sexual assault.  The Bill defines child pornography as 

any visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct involving a child including photograph, video, digital or 

computer generated image indistinguishable from an actual child. 
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Offence POCSO Act, 2012 2019 Bill 

Use of child for 

pornographic purposes 
Maximum: 5 years Minimum: 5 years 

Use of child for 

pornographic purposes 

resulting in penetrative 

sexual assault 

Minimum: 10 years 

Maximum: life imprisonment 

Minimum: 10 years (in case of child below 16 

years: 20 years) 

Maximum: life imprisonment 

Use of child for 

pornographic purposes 

resulting in aggravated 

penetrative sexual assault 

Life imprisonment 
Minimum: 20 years 

Maximum:  life imprisonment, or death. 

Use of child for 

pornographic purposes 

resulting in sexual assault 

Minimum: Six years 

Maximum: Eight years 

Minimum: Three years 

Maximum: Five years 

Use of child for 

pornographic purposes 

resulting in aggravated 

sexual assault 

Minimum: Eight years 

Maximum: 10 years 

Minimum: Five years 

Maximum: Seven years 

 

SUPREME COURT (NUMBER 0F JUDGES) AMENDMENT BILL, 2019 

The Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Amendment Bill, 2019 has been passed by the government.  

HIGHLIGHTS 

The Bill amends the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1956.  

 The Act fixes the maximum number of judges in the Supreme Court at 30 judges (excluding the Chief Justice 

of India). The Bill increases this number from 30 to 33. 

INSOLVENCY & BANKRUPTCY CODE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2019 

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill, 2019 has been passed by the government.  

The Bill amends the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016.  The Code provides a time-bound process for 

resolving insolvency in companies and among individuals.  Insolvency is a situation where individuals or 

companies are unable to repay their outstanding debt.  

FEATURES 

▪ Under the Code, a financial creditor may file an application before the National Company Law Tribunal 

(NCLT) for initiating the insolvency resolution process. The NCLT must find the existence of default within 

14 days.  Thereafter, a Committee of Creditors (CoC) consisting of financial creditors will be constituted for 

taking decisions regarding insolvency resolution.  The CoC may either decide to restructure the debtor’s 

debt by preparing a resolution plan or liquidate the debtor’s assets. 
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▪ The CoC will appoint a resolution professional who will present a resolution plan to the CoC. The CoC 

must approve a resolution plan, and the resolution process must be completed within 180 days.  This may be 

extended by a period of up to 90 days if the extension is approved by NCLT.    

 

▪ If the resolution plan is rejected by the CoC, the debtor will go into liquidation. The Code provides an order 

of priority for the distribution of assets in case of liquidation of the debtor.  This order places financial 

creditors ahead of operational creditors (e.g., suppliers).  In a 2018 Amendment, home-buyers who paid 

advances to a developer were to be considered as financial creditors.  They would be represented by an 

insolvency professional appointed by NCLT.    

 

▪ The Bill addresses three issues. First, it strengthens provisions related to time-limits.  Second, it specifies the 

minimum payouts to operational creditors in any resolution plan.  Third, it specifies the manner in which the 

representative of a group of financial creditors (such as home-buyers) should vote.   

 

▪ Resolution plan: The Code provides that the resolution plan must ensure that the operational creditors 

receive an amount which should not be lesser than the amount they would receive in case of liquidation.  

The Bill amends this to provide that the amounts to be paid to the operational creditor should be the higher 

of: (i) amounts receivable under liquidation, and (ii) the amount receivable under a resolution plan, if such 

amounts were distributed under the same order of priority (as for liquidation).  For example, if the default 

were for Rs 1,000 crore and the resolution professional recovered Rs 800 crore, the operational creditor 

must at least get an amount which they would have received if Rs 800 crore have been obtained through 

liquidation proceeds. 

 

▪ Further, the Bill states that this provision would also apply to insolvency processes: (i) that have not been 

approved or rejected by the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT), (ii) that have been appealed to the 

National Company Appellate Tribunal or Supreme Court, and (iii) where legal proceedings have been 

initiated in any court against the decision of the NCLT. 

 

▪ Initiation of resolution process: As per the Code, the NCLT must determine the existence of default within 

14 days of receiving a resolution application.  Based on its finding, NCLT may accept or reject the 

application.  The Bill states that in case the NCLT does not find the existence of default and has not passed 

an order within 14 days, it must record its reasons in writing.  

 

▪ Time-limit for resolution process: The Code states that the insolvency resolution process must be completed 

within 180 days, extendable by a period of up to 90 days.  The Bill adds that the resolution process must be 

completed within 330 days.  This includes time for any extension granted and the time taken in legal 

proceedings in relation to the process.  On the enactment of the Bill, if any case is pending for over 330 

days, the Bill states it must be resolved within 90 days. 

 

▪ Representative of financial creditors: The Code specifies that, in certain cases, such as when the debt is 

owed to a class of creditors beyond a specified number, the financial creditors will be represented on the 

committee of creditors by an authorized representative.  These representatives will vote on behalf of the 
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financial creditors as per instructions received from them.  The Bill states that such representative will vote 

on the basis of the decision taken by a majority of the voting share of the creditors that they represent.                         

RTI (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2019 

The Right to Information (Amendment) Bill, 2019 has been passed by the government. It seeks to amend the 

Right to Information Act, 2005.   

HIGHLIGHTS 

▪ Term of Information Commissioners: Under the Act, Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and 

Information Commissioners (ICs) are appointed at the national and state level to implement the provisions 

of the Act.  The Act states that the CIC and other ICs (appointed at the central and state level) will hold 

office for a term of five years.  The Bill removes this provision and states that the central government will 

notify the term of office for the CIC and the ICs. 

 

▪ Determination of salary: The Act states that the salary of the CIC and ICs (at the central level) will be 

equivalent to the salary paid to the Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners, respectively.  

Similarly, the salary of the CIC and ICs (at the state level) will be equivalent to the salary paid to the 

Election Commissioners and the Chief Secretary to the state government, respectively.  

 

▪ The Bill seeks to amend these provisions to state that the salaries, allowances, and other terms and 

conditions of service of the central and state CIC and ICs will be determined by the central government. 

 

▪ Deductions in salary: The Act states that at the time of the appointment of the CIC and ICs (at the central 

and state level), if they are receiving pension or any other retirement benefits for previous government 

service, their salaries will be reduced by an amount equal to the pension.  

 

▪ Previous government service includes service under: (i) the central government, (ii) state government, 

(iii) corporation established under a central or state law, and (iv) government company owned or controlled 

by the central or state government. 

 

▪ The Bill removes these provisions. 

BANNING OF UNREGULATED DEPOSIT SCHEMES BILL, 2019 

The Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2019 has been passed by the government.  

The Bill provides for a mechanism to ban unregulated deposit schemes and protect the interests of depositors.  It also 

seeks to amend three laws, i.e., the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, the Securities and Exchange Board of India Act, 

1992 and the Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act, 2002. 

FEATURES 

Deposit: The Bill defines a deposit as an amount of money received through an advance, a loan, or in any other form, with 

a promise to be returned with or without interest.  Such deposit may be returned either in cash or as a service, and the time 

of return may or may not be specified.  Further, the Bill defines certain amounts which shall not be included in the 
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definition of deposits such as amounts received in the form of loans from relatives and contributions towards capital by 

partners in any partnership firm. 

 Currently, nine regulators oversee and regulate various deposit-taking schemes. These include: (i) the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI), (ii) the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), (iii) the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, and (iv) state 

and union territory governments.  For example, RBI regulates deposits accepted by non-banking financial companies, 

SEBI regulates mutual funds, state and union territory governments regulate chit funds, among others.  All deposit-taking 

schemes are required to be registered with the relevant regulator. 

Unregulated deposit scheme: The Bill bans unregulated deposit schemes.  A deposit-taking scheme is defined as 

unregulated if it is taken for a business purpose and is not registered with the regulators listed in the Bill.   

Deposit taker: The Bill defines deposit takers as an individual, a group of individuals, or a company who asks for 

(solicits), or receives deposits.  Banks and entities incorporated under any other law are not included as deposit takers.  

Competent Authority: The Bill provides for the appointment of one or more government officers, not below the rank of 

Secretary to the state or central government, as the Competent Authority.  Police officers receiving information about 

offences committed under the Bill will report it to the Competent Authority.  Further, police officers (not below the rank 

of an officer-in-charge of a police station) may enter, search and seize any property believed to be connected with an 

offence under the Bill, with or without a warrant.  The Competent Authority may: (i) provisionally attach the property of 

the deposit taker, as well as all deposits received, (ii) summon and examine any person it considers necessary for the 

purpose of obtaining evidence, and (iii) order the production of records and evidence.  The Competent Authority will have 

powers similar to those vested in a civil court.  

Designated Courts: The Bill provides for the constitution of one or more Designated Courts in specified areas.  This 

Court will be headed by a judge not below the rank of a district and sessions judge, or additional district and sessions 

judge.  

 After provisional attachment of the deposit taker’s assets, the Competent Authority will approach the Designated Court 

to: (i) make the provisional attachment absolute, and (ii) ask for permission to sell the assets. The Competent Authority 

will have to approach the Court within 30 days (extendable to 60 days).  It will also open a bank account to realise and 

disburse money to depositors under the instructions of the Designated Court. 

The Designated Court will have the power to: (i) make the provisional attachment absolute, (ii) vary or cancel the 

provisional attachment, (iii) finalise the list of depositors and their respective dues, and (iv) direct the Competent 

Authority to sell the property and equitably distribute the money realised among the depositors. The Court will seek to 

complete the process within 180 days of being approached by the Competent Authority.  

Central database: The Bill provides for the central government to designate an authority to create an online central 

database for information on deposit takers.  All deposit takers will be required to inform the database authority about their 

business.  The Competent Authority will be required to share all information on unregulated deposits with the authority. 

Offences and penalties: The Bill defines three types of offences, and penalties related to them.  These offences are: (i) 

running (advertising, promoting, operating or accepting money for) unregulated deposit schemes, (ii) fraudulently 

defaulting on regulated deposit schemes, and (iii) wrongfully inducing depositors to invest in unregulated deposit schemes 

by willingly falsifying facts.  For example, accepting unregulated deposits will be punishable with imprisonment between 

two and seven years, along with a fine ranging from three to 10 lakh rupees.   


